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1st & 2nd December 2018
Readings

Jeremiah 33: 14-16 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2
Luke 21: 25-38

Psalm Response

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

The Nicene Creed:

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven: (all bow)
and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Times of Mass and Services
3rd December - 9th December

Monday
Mass in St Paul’s at 10am
Tuesday
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am
Wednesday
Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am
Thursday
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am
Friday
Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am
Saturday
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am

SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm and
St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm
Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am
Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on
Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be
recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.

The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass and
Thursday and Saturday before Mass at 9.30am
in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in
St. Francis Xavier’s

Sacrament of Reconciliation
This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass
until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at
St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on
Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s
after Mass until 11am
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Advent Penitential Service: The Penitential Service
for Ayr during the Season of Advent will be held on
Monday December 10" at 7 p.m.

Advent Penitential Service — Prestwick: The
Penitential Service for Prestwick during the Season of
Advent will be held on Wednesday December 12"
at 7 p.m.

Welcome! The children who are preparing to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation (February 22™) and the
Sacrament of First Communion (May) will be at our Masses
this weekend to take part in their Rite of Presentation,
please make them very welcome and keep them in your
prayers.

Cluster Schools Carol Service: The Carol Service
for all of the Queen Margaret Cluster Schools will
take place in St. Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr, on
Thursday December 13™ at 6.30 p.m. All welcome.

Sacramental Preparation Meeting for Parents: These
meetings take place in the Hall at 6.30 p.m. on the
following dates: Reconciliation - Wednesday January 16"
and 30™. First Eucharist - Wednesday March 13™.

Diocesan Carol Service: The annual Diocesan Carol
Service, led by Bishop Nolan and the Diocesan Choir,
will take place in St. Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr, on
Wednesday December 19" at 7.30 p.m. This Service
has become a highlight in the Cathedral calendar and
is a beautiful way to prepare for Christmas. This
Service will be broadcast live on the internet.

Galloway Diocesan News: The Advent issue of the
Galloway Diocesan News is now available for you to
take home today. Please make sure you take a free
copy of our diocesan magazine as it contains many
interesting articles about our diocese and all the latest
news.

First-Aid Course: There have been a few incidents
at Masses lately when it would have been helpful to have
a qualified first-aider present, but unfortunately there was
not. As a result of this we would like to put together a team
of first-aiders across the parishes. If you would like to take
part in a certified First Aid Course then please call Angela
at the Parish Office (263488) on a Tuesday, Thursday
or Friday morning to  register or  email
rcchurchesayr@gmail.com

The Course will be fully-funded by the parishes and the
Course will last one full day. Thank you.

Baptism Preparation Course: The next course for
parents requesting Baptism for their children will take
place on January 20" & 27" at 4 p.m. The parents of
children requesting the Sacrament for their children
between January and April next year need to attend
these days.

A _humble request: Every year I ask those of you
who insist on buying me a Christmas present to make
an offering instead, one that I can take to the Holy
Land for those Christians families who are really
struggling to live. I honestly have much more than I
need, and while I really do appreciate and value your
kindness and generosity, I would much rather you
simply offered a prayer for me. Please keep our
Christian brothers and sisters throughout the Holy
Land in your prayers. Thank you. Fr. David.

Christmas Nativity Scenes: In a couple of weeks the Crib
will be getting built in each of our Churches to remind us of
what it really is that we celebrate at Christmas. When we
gaze upon the Holy Family in the Crib we should be
prompted to pray for our own family and friends. Sadly
many children have no family to call their own, even in
Scotland, and so at each of our Crib scenes there will be a
collection box in aid of the St. Margaret’s Adoption
Society. As this is the Society’s main source of income I
would urge you to make an offering this year — your
financial gift could give a child the gift of a family of their
own.

St. John’s Primary Christmas Fair: The Parent Council
& Fundraising Group have organised a Christmas Fair on
Friday 7th December from 3.15 p.m. - 5 p.m. in the school.
Please try to support this fundraising event. Free entry.

That’s Christmas To Me: Ayr Community Gospel
Choir with Dalmellington Band. Ayr Town Hall on
Saturday 8th December 6.30 p.m. Free admission.
Free will offering to local charities.

Columban _Missionaries Calendar: The Columban
Missionaries have sent us some free copies of their 2019
Calendar. There are a few copies at the back of each Church
for those who would like one.

Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing
generosity towards your parish community through
the weekly collection. The offerings last weekend
were: St. Margaret’s - £891.34; St. Paul’s - £673.35;
St. Francis Xavier’s - £181.50.

Volunteer needed for SPRED: Could you offer to support
someone who has learning difficulties from this parish, on a
MONDAY or THURSDAY evening? We meet in
St. Margaret’s Hall from 7-9pm. Contact SPRED Office
01292 738068 or Sr. Kathleen 01292 270408 for details.

Foodbank: The Food Bank collections are taken on the 1st
Weekend each month.




Saint Margaret’s

Sung Evening Prayer for Advent: Evening Prayer of the Church will be sung in St Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr, on
Sunday, 2nd December at 6.00 pm — the First Sunday of Advent. This Service will be broadcast live on the internet -
www.rcayr.org.uk/live—although it is much better to be there in person! All welcome.

St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please contact
Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything related to the Hall.

SSVP Meeting: Monday at 6 p.m. in the church hall. New members very welcome.

Tea/Coffee: In the hall after Sunday morning Mass.

Saint Paul’s

SSVP Ayr: The SSVP Conference which meets in St. Margaret’s is the Conference for the whole of the town, helping
anyone in need wherever they live. We could still do with some members from St. Paul’s. Please contact Pat Snee on
07722 707076 for more information on how you can help.

Mother & Toddler Group: The group meet on Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the hall.

Tuesday Club: The group meet in the hall on Tuesday afternoon at 2 p.m.

Art Club: The Art Club meet in the hall on Monday at 1.30 p.m. New members welcome.
Tea/Coffee: In the hall after Sunday morning Mass.

Readers/Eucharistic Ministers: The new rota is available at the back of the church.

Saint Francis Xavier’s

Wednesday: There will be a Service of the Word and Holy Communion on Wednesday morning at 10 a.m.

Friday: The Holy Rosary is recited at 10 a.m. on Friday morning.

Access to the Raphael Counselling Service
for Survivors of Abuse within the Catholic Church

in the Diocese of Galloway

Please see the Poster displayed on the notice board detailing how Abuse Survivors in this Diocese may access the
above service. Leaflets are also available from the table in the porch. In the New Year it is intended that this
information should be available in major public arenas within our diocesan area — Libraries, GP Surgeries/Health
Centres and Customer Service Centres.

SSVP
Visit requests: Please place your requests for visits to the home/hospital in the box at the back of the Church, please

also include the name and contact details of a relative/friend. If you require the assistance of the SVDP please contact
07722 707076.

Fr. David’s Mass intentions for this week:
Monday — Norrie Bruce; Tuesday — November Lists; Wednesday — Alex Jopp; Thursday — John O’Neil;
Friday — November Lists; Saturday — Special intention; Sunday — for the parishes.

Fr Stan’s Mass intentions for this week:
Monday — November Lists; Tuesday — Norrie Bruce; Wednesday — Marion Hoey; Thursday — Doreen Delafield;
Friday — Lawrence Miller; Saturday — November Lists; Sunday — November Lists.




First Sunday of Advent — Year ‘C’
Jeremiah 33: 14-16 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2 Luke 21: 25-38

Advent begins this week. Advent is a Latin word that means ‘coming’. It refers to the coming of Jesus at Christmas,
though all kinds of other things come in December as we all know! It can be a time when everything comes at once,
when everything comes on top of us. Good things come to us as well though. We hear from friends who have forgotten
us during the past year. Some of them come to pay a surprise visit, or bring us gifts to show us they care about us.
There are many people who say we should ‘Put Christ back in Christmas’, but I find that our secular world reflects a lot
of love at Christmas — it’s a family time, a time for giving and celebration.

This is a time of change in the Church’s year, a time of ending and new beginnings. The ending of one year and the
beginning afresh with Advent. Often new beginnings can be frightening. We may be afraid to let go of what we know
and understand, what is comfortable, for the uncertainties that lie ahead. In the past I found it difficult to change. I
preferred the security of what I knew, even my difficulties did not seem as bad as those that might lay ahead. But now I
try to look at life as a journey. Or better yet, as I once read, a pilgrimage. A pilgrimage from God and returning to God.
This pilgrimage may off-times be slow as we move along step by step, and if we stopped to look at and analyse each
step we may even think it is pointless, but it is our destination that gives it meaning and direction to our steps. Often
along our path, winding though it might be, we will find signposts which will direct us and reassure us that we have not
lost our way. Often we will find places we can stop and rest for a while, right when we need them most, an oasis in the
desert. But the important thing is the journey! Our rest is so that we may continue our pilgrimage.

Yet with all the flurry of December it can be easy for us to lose the short time we may try to put aside each day to pray
and listen to God, and forget the peacefulness we need to be able to find him. Try to space things out, so that, through
the cracks, God can come in too. If we do this, then the beauty of Christmas may surprise us again — the wonderful idea
which God had of coming to be born among us as a human child. There is much we can do to prepare for Christmas by
very simply centring our minds and hearts on the wonder of God becoming human in Jesus Christ. There need not be
anything very difficult or complicated.

Words of Pope Francis

At the weekly General Audience in the Vatican on Wednesday of this week, after the
reading of Galatians 5: 16-22, Pope Francis continued his catechesis on the Ten
Commandments:

Dear brothers and sisters: In this, our final catechesis on the Ten Commandments, we | i
reflect on how, in the light of Christ, the Decalogue should be seen not as a series of mles but rather the guide to an
authentic human life that comes to fulfilment in the love, joy and peace born of obedience to the Father’s will. Our Lord
came not to abolish the Law but to fulfil it. The Holy Spirit, by enabling us to live a new life in Christ, takes away our
hearts of flesh and opens them to the holy desire to abandon sin and to be conformed to Jesus’ own heart, his love and
his desires. The Ten Commandments invite us first to enter into a faithful and loving relationship with God our Father,
to reject every false idol that enslaves us, and to find our authentic rest in the freedom of Christ and the Holy Spirit.
They then teach us how to live redeemed lives, marked by fidelity, integrity and honesty towards our neighbour. The
commandments show us the face of Christ and open the door to the new life of grace; by accepting God’s offer of
saving love, we find our true selves and the source of a joy that will never end.

\ Brian McGinley has given us some Christmas Cards by Sarah Connor Bookless, a graduate of the
¢ Glasgow School of Art who studied Fine Art Drawing and Painting under Sir David Donaldson,
» Alexander Goudie and Leon Morocco. “My paintings are inspired by poetry, music, scripture and
o the beauty of God's Creation. As a Pilgrim Artist I seek to find the hidden treasures found in
W cveryday life - the precious cameos and small jewels found on The Way which are sometimes
i missed amidst the busyness of life.” There are 10 packs with 5 cards of one design in each
available to buy at £4 per pack, and a few single cards at 80p each — these are available to buy in
the Sacristy (not at the Shop/Stall). 25% of the sales are for parish funds — and they are much
more beautiful in colour!




