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Parish Bulletin

8th & 9th September 2018
Readings
Isaiah 35: 4-7 James 2: 1-5

Mark 7: 31-37

Psalm Response
My soul, give praise to the Lord.

The Nicene Creed:

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven: (all bow)

and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Times of Mass and Services
3rd September - 9th September

Monday
Mass in St Paul’s at 10am
Mass in St Margaret’s at 10am (Funeral)
Tuesday
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am
Wednesday
Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am
Thursday
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am
Friday
Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am
Saturday
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am

SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm and
St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm
Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am
Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on
Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be
recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.

The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass and
Thursday and Saturday before Mass at 9.30am
in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in
St. Francis Xavier’s
Sacrament of Reconciliation
This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass
until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at
St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on
Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s
after Mass until 11am
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Youth Music Group: We are starting up our music
group again after the Summer. We need some more
singers and if you can play an instrument you will be
very welcome. Please let Sr. Marie know if you are
interested. Thank you

Mary’s Meals Clothing Collection: SORRY, THERE
HAS BEEN A MIX-UP OVER THE DATES OF THE
MARY’S MEALS CLOTHING COLLECTION!!! The
Mary’s Meals Clothing Collection van will NOW be at
St. Margaret’s and St. Paul’s on SUNDAY OCTOBER
14TH to accept any donations you wish to make of clothes,

Holy Land Pilgrimage: All places on this year’s
Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land have now

been filled and the tour operator, Joe Walsh Tours,
are running a waiting list. If you are still thinking
about going then I would suggest you contact them
now.

Head Teacher - Mount Carmel Primary
Applications are invited for the full-time permanent
post of Head Teacher of Mount Carmel Primary
School, Kilmarnock. Closing date 23 September
2018. Full details at www.myjobscotland.gov.uk.

fabric (e.g. bedding, curtains, etc) handbags and shoes. This
is all they can accept — no household goods or bric-a-brac
please. St. Francis Xavier’s parishioners can bring their
donation to the Church at the Saturday Mass and they will
be brought to Ayr for you, St. Margaret’s (both Masses) and
St Paul’s parishioners should take their donations to their
respective Hall. Thank you, this is one of Mary’s Meals’
major sources of funding. If you have brought anything this
weekend then please take it to the Hall and we shall store it
until the collection date.

Discerning a vocation to the Priesthood or
Permanent Diaconate? God is calling people to
serve the Church in Galloway as ordained ministers.
The task we have, every one of us, is to encourage
people to hear and respond to this call. If you think
someone has a vocation to the Priesthood or
Permanent Diaconate why not approach them gently
and speak with them about it?

Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing
generosity towards your parish community through
the weekly collection. The offerings last weekend
were: St. Margaret’s - £887.33; St. Paul’s - £628.77;
St. Francis Xavier’s - £231.30.

Dr_Allan McNeill: Despite being a medical professional,
Allan has carelessly caught a bug — the running bug! Now
he intends to run the Great Scottish Run in Glasgow in aid
of ‘The Friends of the Holy Land’ charity — a charity you
have so generously supported in the past. If you would like
to sponsor him then you can do so at www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/dr-Allan-McNeill There are also sponsor
sheets available in the churches for anyone
who chooses to sponsor him that way. §
Whether you decide to do that or not, please g
continue to pray for the Christians in the
Holy Land who suffer daily just for living
their faith — this is the most important thing
we can do for them. P.S. He’s been getting
some practice in at the Ayr Running Festival!

Retreat: Fr. David will be on Retreat this coming week.

Foodbank: The Food Bank collections for
St. Margaret’s and St. Paul’s parishes are taken on the
1st Weekend each month.

Diocesan Retired Priests Fund: Every year in
September we are asked to have a special collection
in aid of the Diocesan Retired Priests Fund and we
will do so on the weekend of September 15"/16™.
This collection is for the Fund which provides for the
needs and pensions of our retired priests who have
served God’s people and the Diocese so selflessly
over the years. Gift Aid envelopes will be available
for your offerings to take home next weekend and
bring back on the weekend of September 15%/16™.
Thank you in anticipation of your generosity.

Thinking of becoming a Catholic? If you, or someone you
know, is considering joining the Church, please contact
Fr. David or Sr. Marie as we hope to get the RCIA process
starting again soon. The RCIA is the process through which
those enquiring about the faith can come to know more
about what we believe and therefore be more certain that
this is the path on which the Holy Spirit is guiding them.

Weekly Newsletter: Please take a copy of the Newsletter
home with you from Mass so that you can keep yourself
up-to-date with what is happening in the parishes and are
not disappointed if you miss something, or worse still, turn
up for a weekday Mass and find the church full of
schoolchildren and Mass taking longer than you had
expected!

SPRED Galloway Ladies Charity Lunch: Saturday 29th September 2018 - Trump Turnberry (Caledonian

Ballroom) 12.30 - 5pm. Champagne Reception

followed by 2 course lunch, coffee & petit fours. Fashion Show

hosted by M &Co Troon, also a selection of local Ayrshire businesses will be hosting a number of stalls allowing the
purchase of candles, cushions, throws, handbags, scarfs, christening gowns, Christmas Gifts and so much more.

Fabulous

Charity Auction & Raffle. Ticket Price £30.00 per person, to purchase a ticket please contact Helena or

Janette on 01292 738068 or email info@spredgalloway.org.uk
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Saint Margaret’s

Robert Mack R.I.P.: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Robert Mack of Mainholm Road who died recently.
Robert’s funeral Mass will be held on Monday 10™ September at 10 a.m. May he rest in peace.

Altar Servers: Most of our Altar Servers are getting older and many have ‘retired’ — and we could really do with some
new volunteers. If you would like to be an Altar Server, providing you have already celebrated First Holy Communion,
please speak to Fr. David.

St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please contact
Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything related to the Hall.

SVP Meeting: Monday at 6 p.m. in the church hall. New members very welcome.

Tea/Coffee: In the hall after Sunday morning Mass.

200 Club: Annual subscription of £13 is due in September. Payment can be made in the Hall after the Sunday Mass
this weekend. Currently there are 141 members, so if you would like to join or take an extra number, please come in to
the Hall to sign up.

Saint Paul’s

SVDP Ayr: The SVDP Conference which meets in St. Margaret’s is the Conference for the whole of the town, helping
anyone in need wherever they live. Unfortunately the St. Paul’s representation on the Conference is very low, so low in
fact that it has zero members! Could you join and help? Please contact Pat Snee on 07722 707076 for more information
on how you can help.

Mother & Toddler Group: The group meet on Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the hall.

Tuesday Club: The group meet in the hall on Tuesday afternoon at 2 p.m.

Tea/Coffee: In the hall after Sunday morning Mass.

Saint Francis Xavier’s

Service of the Word and Holy Communion: There will be a Service of the Word and Holy Communion on
Wednesday morning of this week.

Help! Help! Help! Mark Rooney is in the process of compiling a book of the “History of St. Francis Xavier’s Church”
and would really like your help in filling the pages. Mark is looking for stories, anecdotes, photographs etc. to include in
the future publication which will be available for all who want a copy. He’s not planning to write an academic or
weighty tome, so ‘funnies’ would be very welcome. You can contact Mark on 07909 402203 or at
rooneymarkj@gmail.com Thank you.

Bishop William Nolan will celebrate The Annual Diocesan Education Mass in St. Margaret’s
Cathedral, Ayr on Tuesday, 11™ September at 7.00 pm. All education staff from the diocese are
warmly invited and welcomed. After Mass, there will be a light buffet in the hall and a chance to
socialise.

SVDP

Visit requests: Please place your requests for visits to the home/hospital in the box at the back of the Church, please
also include the name and contact details of a relative/friend. If you require the assistance of the SVDP please contact
07722 707076.

The Vincentian Carfin Mass will be celebrated on Saturday 29th September. Rosary Procession at 1 pm followed by
Mass at 2 pm. We will be organising a bus for the 3 Churches. This will be free to all. Please add your name to the list
at the back of the churches, if you wish to attend.

150th Anniversary: Mass to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Aggregation of St Margaret's Conference into the
SVDP Society will be held on Wednesday 31st October. More information in the coming weeks.

Thank you for your continued donations to our cause. We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of our
parishioners. With your help, we have already been able to support those in need. Donations in August £721 with
£653 outgoings.
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The Twenty Third Sunday of Ordinary Time
Isaiah 35: 4-7 James 2: 1-5 Mark 7: 31-37

Once more this weekend, we are pointed by the Scripture readings to the caring centre of the teaching in both Old and
New Testaments. Specifically, Isaiah is encouraging those of faint heart. As I understand, it certainly refers to me
and to each and everyone. However brave or hard or self-confident anyone is, we all need support and caring from
others — and hopefully one or two with whom we grow close. Caring and sharing is not easy. In particular, it is not easy
all the time, day in and day out (when everything goes wrong, there is no human response, and God, if he is there at all,
seems unloving and unjust). I think this kind of depression hits us all at times and for some it is much longer lasting.

Jesus came especially for the poor — and in this he came for all. We need the humility to accept that we are all rich
before God, because we are all poor before God. This paradox is clear because all we have and are is from God’s gift
of life and love. What a rich gift is life, even when it seems to us to be blighted by something.

Christ himself did some physical healing — the deaf, the dumb and blind. But in real terms this was just the tip of the
iceberg, Christ’s main purpose went deeper than the physical. Each of us is blind, deaf, dumb and lame in our seeing,
hearing, speaking and spreading the Good News Jesus brings. This is where we all need courage, need not be afraid. It
is easy for me to write that it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. It is easy to write that this costs
nothing less than everything. To live this is not easy. ‘Do not be afraid’ says the song, for [ am with you’. So what [ am
trying to say is that we are all afraid to accept that we are afraid. We must face this fear. The fear can be to believe — or
to open our eyes to our own needs and others — or to get involved, to commit ourselves. We fear to let go in prayer.
Often we fear to come out and share our Catholic faith. Do not be afraid! You have a lot to give. You do not have to go
through a course. But we can help you if you need ideas. You are on the ground, near your neighbour.

Words of Pope Francis

At the General Audiences on Wednesday of this week Pope Francis continued his
catechesis on the 10 Commandments:

Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing catechesis on the Ten Commandments, we
now consider the command to keep holy the Lord’s Day. For the Scriptures, this day of £ ]
rest is not a mere escape or diversion, but a command to imitate God himself, who on the seventh day rested from his
works and contemplated the goodness of his creation. Our day of rest, like his, must be an occasion of joy, praise, and
thanksgiving for the gift of life, culminating in our celebration of the Eucharist, the supreme act of thanksgiving given
to us by the Lord himself. How easy it is to be negative, to dwell on life’s problems and challenges, and to try to flee
from them! On the other hand, accepting God’s invitation to give thanks for the goodness of life and creation entails a
conscious choice. Goodness, like love, is never forced on us; it must be freely chosen and accepted. When, on our
weekly day of rest, we contemplate our lives and the world around us, let us be conscious of God’s provident care and
conform ourselves, like Jesus, to the Father’s will, knowing that, in the end, “all is grace”. For, as the Psalmist assures
us, in God alone do our souls find rest.

Fr. David’s Mass intentions for this week are:

Monday — Special intention;
Tuesday — Maureen - thanksgiving;
Wednesday — Special intention;
Thursday — Martin family - Irene;
Friday — Special intention;
Saturday — for the parishes;
Sunday — Campbell Port.

Fr. Gabriel’s Mass intentions for this week are:

Monday — Pat Gaftney;
Tuesday — Patrick McGaftney;
Wednesday — Special intention;

Thursday — Special intention;
Friday — Special intention;
Saturday — Special intention;
Sunday — Special intention.




