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9th/10th September 2017

23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time Year ‘A’

Readings
Ezekiel 33: 7-9  Romans 13: 8-10
Matthew 18: 15-20
Psalm Response
O that today you would listen to his voice!
Harden not your hearts.

The Nicene Creed:

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

(all bow)

and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Times of Mass and Services
11th September —17th September

Monday
Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am
Tuesday
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am
Wednesday
Eucharistic Service in St. Paul’s at 10am
Thursday
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am
Friday
Eucharistic Service in St. Paul’s at 10am
Saturday
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am

SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm
and St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm
Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am
Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on
Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be
recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.

The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass
in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in
St. Francis Xavier’s

Sacrament of Reconciliation
This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass
until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at
St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on
Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s
after Mass until 11am
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Diocesan Pilgrimage to Rome: The Diocesan
Pilgrimage to Rome leaves today (Sunday). Please
keep all those involved in your prayers that they have
a fruitful and enjoyable pilgrimage, and be assured
that the pilgrims will remember you in their prayers
too. You can follow us through daily updates on both
the ‘RC Ayr’ and ‘Galloway Diocese’  Facebook

pages.

Emergency Contact: Fr David will be taking part in the
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Rome this week. If you need to
contact a member of the clergy in an emergency then please
call Deacon Bill on 521208. For any routine parish business
please call Angela in the parish office between 10 a.m. and
12noon on Tuesday, Thursday or Friday.

Discerning a vocation to the Priesthood or
Permanent Diaconate? God is calling people to
serve the Church in Galloway as ordained ministers.
The task we have, every one of us, is to encourage
people to hear and respond to this call. If you think
someone has a vocation to the Priesthood or
Permanent Diaconate why not approach them gently
and speak with them about it?

Mary’s Meals - Rags to Riches Collection: A thank you
letter is on the notice board in all 3 churches thanking us
for our donations last weekend. Raffle tickets sales
amounted to £573.24 and 208 bags of textiles were
collected. St. Francis Xavier’s also donated 64 filled back-
packs for the Backpack Project.

New Volunteer Readers and Extraordinary Ministers:
I am delighted to say that a number of people have
told me they are thinking seriously about offering
their gifts and talents to the service of our parish
communities through these ministries — so it’s now
time to convert those thoughts to commitments. There
are sheets at the back of the Churches for you to
sign-up on, and in a few weeks time we will have a
training evening for everyone. Thank you.

Weekday thoughts on the Sunday Gospels: This is the
title of Bishop Taylor’s new book which is ON SALE
NOW! Running to 227 pages and costing £10, this book is
something we would all benefit from reading. Copies are
available to purchase at the back of the Churches.

Parish Pastoral Council: It is time to re-establish a PPC
for the parishes — made up of members from each of our
parish communities. Could I ask those who served on the
last PPC’s of St. Margaret’s and St. Paul’s/St. Francis
Xavier’s to come to a meeting in the Cathedral Hall on
Wednesday September 20" at 7 p.m. so that I am able to
familiarise myself with who has served in the past.

Venerable Margaret Sinclair Pilgrimage 2017: The
National Pilgrimage for the Beatification of the
Venerable Margaret Sinclair will take place on
Sunday 17 September at 2pm (Mass 4.30pm:
Preacher Fr. Richard Reid CSSR), St Patrick’s
Church, 5 South Gray’s Close, Cowgate, Edinburgh,
EHI ITQ.

Galloway Music Network: A Music workshop arranged
by Galloway Music Network will take place on Saturday
23rd September at Our Lady of Mount Carmel’s Church,
Onthank, Kilmarnock from 10.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. A light
lunch will be provided. Please contact Nicola Lawrence on
0141 886 7963 for more information. Please book your
place by Friday 15th September.

RCIA Team members: The RCIA process for those
who wish to become full members of the Church will
begin in early October — thank you to those who have
volunteered to be part of the Team. If you are
thinking about joining the Church then please call
Sr. Marie on 270408 and let her know — she will be
co-ordinating the process this year.

Cathedral Sung Evening Prayer for the Feast of St. Ninian:
Evening Prayer of the Church will be sung in St. Margaret’s

Cathedral on Sunday 17th September at 6.00 p.m. You will
be very welcome

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: If you need the
assistance of the St Vincent de Paul Society please
phone 07722 707076. Please place your requests for
visits to the home/hospital in the box at the back of
the Church, please also include the name and contact
details of a relative/friend.

Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing
generosity towards your parish community through
the weekly collection. The offerings last weekend
were: St. Margaret’s - £1001.19; St. Paul’s - £754.76;
St. Francis Xavier’s - £198.10

Fatima Youth Pilgrimage: We would like to say a big
thank you to all parishioners who contributed towards

making the youth pilgrimage to Fatima happen. All your
generous donations added up to £700 which went towards
the trip. This enabled 80 young people to have an
experience of God and many were touched by our Blessed
Mother especially at the Marian Shrine in Fatima. In the
two weeks we covered not only Fatima, but also the ancient
pilgrimage sites of Santiago de Compostela and
Walsingham both of which were main places of pilgrimage
in ancient times, and continue to be so today. We were
very blessed to have such a rewarding pilgrimage, filled
with hardships but, for many, wonderful new friendships.
Thank you for your contribution! Luca & Johanna
McQuillan




Visit of the Our Lady of Fatima Pilgrimage Statue

A full-sized replica of the statue of Our Lady of Fatima is visiting the Cathedrals of Scotland during this 100" anniver-
sary year of the apparitions at Fatima. The statue will be welcomed to St. Margaret’s on Saturday 23™ September and
will be with us, or other churches within the diocese, for two weeks.

Programme of Events during the Visit of the Statue

Saturday September 23™ Votive Mass of Our Lady of Fatima 12 noon
Recitation of the Rosary & Litany of Fatima After the Vigil Mass

Sunday September 24™ Recitation of the Rosary & Litany of Fatima After the Morning Mass
Evening Prayer of the Church 6 p.m.

Monday September 25 Recitation of the Rosary & Litany of Fatima 6 p.m.

Tuesday September 26 Recitation of the Rosary & Litany of Fatima After the Morning Mass
Prayer Vigil for Peace 6 p.m. —7 p.m.

Wednesday September 27" Recitation of the Rosary & Litany of Fatima 9 a.m.

Please note these events are for everyone from all the parishes. Please also note that there will be NO MASS at 10 a.m.
on Saturday September 23" — as there will be Mass to welcome the statue at 12 noon that day.

Saint Margaret’s

200 Club: The Annual Subscription of £13 is now due. Payment can be made in the Hall TODAY Sunday 10th
September after Mass. There are several spare numbers. Please make cheques payable to St. Margaret’s Cathedral.

Peter Callaghan R.1.P.: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Peter Callaghan from Falkirk who has died. Peter’s
funeral Mass will take place in St. Margaret’s on Friday at 10 a.m. and thereafter to Masonhill Crematorium. May he
rest in peace.

Tea/Coffee: Hot filled rolls are available in the hall after Mass today.

St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please contact
Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything related to the Hall.

Weekly Social Gathering: This takes place in the Hall on Thursdays from 11.30 a.m. until 1.30 p.m. All are welcome
to drop in.

Mile of Coins: 50% for SCIAF and local charities, 50% to parish improvements. Last week we added £67.90—
1.89yards. 642.20 yards to go.

Saint Paul’s

Weekday Mass: Please note that due to funerals on Wednesday and Friday of this week there will be a Service of the
Word and Holy Communion on both of these days in St. Paul’s.

Mother & Toddler Group: The Mother & Toddler group meet in the hall on Tuesday at 10.30am.

Tuesday Club: The Tuesday Club meet in the church hall every Tuesday at 2 p.m. New members most welcome.

Saint Francis Xavier’s

Archie Anderson R.I.P.: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Archie Anderson from Dalmellington who has died.
Archie’s body will be brought to the Church on Tuesday evening and the funeral Mass will be on Wednesday at 10 a.m.
— thereafter to Masonhill Crematorium. May he rest in peace.

Holy Rosary: The Holy Rosary is recited in the Church on Friday mornings at 10 a.m.
50/50 club: Monthly draw winners are: 1st Liz Muir, 2nd Connie McLaughlin, 3rd Millie Reid.

Foodbank: The Food Bank collections for St. Margaret’s and St. Paul’s parishes are taken on the 1st Weekend each
month.




The Twenty Third Sunday of Ordinary Time in Year ‘A’

Ezekiel 33: 7-9 Romans 13: 8-10 Matthew 18: 15-20

We need to be always watchful for those things that can divide us and split us as a community. We are to be sentries for the body
of Christ looking for trouble and defending the unity of the Church. For those who injure the body are to be shown how they may
repair the damage caused. For the loss of one part of the body effects and injures the whole.

Please remember that education is not only a matter of sending your child to school, it is also a family matter. Much success of
any child or young person depends upon the interest, support, encouragement and sharing on the part of parents. This is at all
stages — even if and when your child or children ‘outgrow’ your knowledge. Learn to listen to them and learn from them. All this
is true of the education of children in the way of Faith. They receive the Spirit of the Lord many times in their lives but do they
allow it to effect their lives?

‘Spirit of the living God fall afresh on me.” These words of a hymn often sung at Mass or in prayer groups asks for the continued
gift of the Holy Spirit. Christ promised that he would send his Spirit and this coming was made real at Pentecost. But we received
the Spirit when we were born again at our Baptism. We have been temples of the Holy Spirit ever since as St. Paul tells us in 1
Corinthians 3:16 — ‘Do you not realise that you are a temple of God with the Spirit of God living in you?’ Every time Mass is
celebrated, the priest asks in various ways that the Lord send his Spirit. For example the words in Eucharist Prayer 2, ‘by sending
down your Spirit upon them like the dewfall.” And again St. Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 12: 3 that ‘Nobody is able to say
“Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.’

What then is the purpose of the Sacrament of Confirmation? In asking for the gift of the Holy Spirit we should be opening our
minds, our hearts and our wills to Confirmation and the new gift of the Spirit at this stage in our lives. Confirmation is a new
beginning. All too often young people receive the Spirit in Confirmation — and then disappear! Most of those who will read this
are already confirmed. So this is an opportunity for us also to ask for the Spirit to fall afresh on us. There is so much that we could
all be doing for ourselves, for God, for our families and for other people, if only we were prepared to open ourselves to the Spirit
— Today. Newly confirmed, already confirmed, those simply baptised, those not yet linked to God in the Church, let us all pray —
Spirit of the living God fall afresh on us.

Weekly Words from Pope Francis

Pope Francis is making an apostolic trip to Colombia in South America just now so
there was no General Audience on Wednesday. Below is the opening of his greeting to
the people of Colombia.

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 1 greet you with great joy and thank you for
the warm welcome. ‘In any home you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” If you will
be a child of peace, your peace will fall on him or else it will return to you "( Lk 10 . 5-
6). Today in this home that is Colombia I say, “Peace be with you!” (The crowd
responded: “And with your spirit”) This was the greeting of every Jew and even of
Jesus. I wanted to come here as a pilgrim of peace and hope, and I wish to live these moments of encounter with joy, thanking God
for all the good he has accomplished in this nation, in every person's life. I also come to learn; yes, to learn from you, your faith,
your fortress in the face of adversity. You know that the bishop, the priest, must learn from their people; that is why I come to learn,
to learn from you. I'm bishop, but I'm learning. You have experienced difficult and dark moments, but the Lord is close to you, in
the heart of every son and daughter of this country. He is not selective, does not exclude anyone, the Lord embraces every-
one; and everyone - listen! - All of us are important and necessary for Him. During these days I would like to share with you the
most important truth: that God loves us with the love of the Father and encourages you to continue to seek and to seek peace, peace
that is authentic and lasting. God loves us with Father's love. Let's repeat together: “God loves us with Father's love”. Thank you!

Fr. David’s Mass intentions this coming week are:

Monday — special intention;
Tuesday — Maureen Robinson;
Wednesday — Sara and Lindsey;
Thursday — lan Drury;
Friday — Frances O’Neil;

Saturday — Liam & Celie McKenna; W
Sunday — for the parishes. MW

Please note that all Fr. David’s Masses will be celebrated
in Rome this week.




