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Message from our President
The St. Vincent de Paul Society was founded in Paris in May 1833, the driving force being a young 
student, Frederic Ozanam. The Society is a Catholic Lay Organisation made up of men and women 
in support of families and individuals who are in need. These volunteers come together in Parishes, 
Schools and Universities to meet the needs of the needy and vulnerable of all faiths in an atmosphere 
of spiritual reflection, prayer and friendship by providing material, social and spiritual assistance.

Within 12 years of its foundation in Paris, the first Conference was formed in Scotland in Edinburgh in 
1845 with the first Conference to open in Galloway being St. Andrew’s, Dumfries 1862 and followed by 
St. Margaret’s, Ayr 1868, St. Joseph’s, Kilmarnock 1869 and St. Paul’s, Ayr 1967.

Today the Organisation is to be found in 150 countries with 45,000 Conferences and 800.000
volunteers.

Getting to Know You
The photograph shows the Vincentians who comprise the SSVP 
Ayr Conference so you can put names to faces.

Thank You 
The Vincentians of the SSVP 
wish to express their gratitude 
to Father David and Deacon 
Bill for their spiritual guidance 
and the parishioners of St. 
Margaret’s and St. Paul’s 
for their very generous 
support both financially and 
materially which enables the 
Ayr Conference to provide 
the following support whilst 
working closely with other 
local providers who share a 
common goal to help those in 
need, e.g. Riverside, Vasa etc.

Transport
We provide taxis to 

pick-up disabled and the 
elderly parishioners who 

cannot get to Church 
and return them to their 
homes after the service.

Schools
Currently we offer support for 

extra curricula activities for 
needy families, school welfare
charity projects and provide 

transport to Queen Margaret’s 
Academy, St. John’s Primary 

and Newton Primary

Hospital/Prison Visits
We support the spiritual 

advancement of prisoners 
through subscription to the  

Bible Alive Outreach  
programme and carry out 

hospital visits upon request  
from parishioners.
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Relief of the Needy/Home Visits
Vincentians strive to seek out and find those in need and the 
forgotten, the victims of exclusion or adversity, and provide relief 
through: issue of food vouchers, topping up gas/electricity meters 
and providing comfort to the lonely through social visits and 
cooperating with other organisations such as the Food Bank.

Pilgrimage
Based upon the support generated by the parishioners, 
pilgrimages to places of interested has been undertaken 
including providing transport to the Carfin Grotto to attend the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul’s annual mass.

Furniture/Clothing
Currently we are engaged in collecting second hand furniture  
and baby clothing/toys and washing powder for distribution to 
those identified by Ayr Conference with good quality, safe,  
clothing and basic furniture, and to support other charity projects.

Twinning
Twinning is a partnership 
between Ayr SSVP 
Conference and SSVP 
Conferences in India which 
we contribute annually. 
Last year we sponsored 10 
students in basic education 
and 5 Vocational students to 
gain employment.

National Disasters
Ayr’s SSVP make 
contributions through 
Scottish SSVP office 
in Glasgow. For local 
emergencies, we may donate 
the weekly contributions to 
that local emergency.

SPRED
We offer transport support 
to SPRED.

Acknowledgements
The Vincentians of SSVP Ayr wish to acknowledge the exceptional 
charity work undertaken by past Vincentians by following Society’s 
‘Mission Statement’ and seeking out to find those in need and the 
forgotten, the victims of exclusion and adversity.

“As committed members of the Society of St Vincent de Paul, we 
seek to identify and combat all forms of poverty, by promoting social 
justice and actively working with those in need, acknowledging that, 
by freely giving of ourselves, we become more aware of the power 
of love in all our relationships”.

Invitation
If you feel you could assist us in our work either by joining the Ayr 
SSVP or become an Associate by giving up some of your free time 
to help us, please contact any one of the SSVP Ayr’s Vincentians or 
telephone 07413 397630. Further information about the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul can be found on our website www.ssvpscotland.com.

May God bless you for your kindness and support during the 
past year.

Pat. Snee - President
on behalf of the Ayr’s SSVP
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