
16th/17th March 2019 

Readings 

  Genesis 15: 5-12.17-18      Philippians 3:17 – 4:1  

Luke 9: 28-36 
                                  

Response 

The Lord is my light and my help. 
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Parish Bulletin 

The Nicene Creed: 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven:  (all bow) 
 

and by the Holy Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Times of Mass and Services 

18th March - 24th March 
 

 

Monday 

Mass in St Paul’s at 10am   

Tuesday 

Mass in St Margaret’s at 10am  

Wednesday  

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 8.15am 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am 

Thursday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am (Funeral) 

Friday 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am 

Saturday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am 
 

SUNDAY MASSES  
 

Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm and 

St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm 

Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am 
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on 

Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be 

recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.          
 

The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass and 

Thursday and Saturday before Mass at 9.30am  

in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in  

St. Francis Xavier’s 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass 

until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at 

St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time. 
 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on 

Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s 

after Mass until 11am 

http://9.40am.in/


Foodbank: The Food Bank collections  are taken on the 1st 

Weekend each month. 

Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing       

generosity towards your parish community through 

the weekly collection. The offerings last weekend 

were: St. Margaret’s - £941.07; St. Paul’s - £591.13;  

St. Francis Xavier’s - £131.08.  

SSVP  

Please place your requests for visits to the home/hospital in 

the box at the back of the Church, please also include the 

name and contact details of a relative/friend.  

If you require the assistance of the SSVP please        

contact 07413 397630. 

Hospital: If you, or any member of your family are going 

into Ayr or Crosshouse Hospitals, and would like to receive 

a visit, and/or Holy Communion; please contact Deacon 

Bill Corbett (The R.C. Chaplain), on 01292 521208. 

Collection Envelopes:  The new cycle of envelopes 

start on 7th April.  If you are a UK Tax Payer and you 

don’t currently use envelopes but would like to please 

fill in a gift aid form which is available at the back of 

each church and return it to the parish office so that 

envelopes can be made available for you.  If you 

have changed address or your tax status has 

changed could you please let us know so we can 

update our records. 

Solemn Evening Prayer in Lent: Bishop Nolan will 

preside at Solemn Evening Prayer in the Cathedral at 

6 p.m. on Sunday April 7th. This is a beautiful liturgy 

and I would encourage as many of you as possible to 

come along and experience this ancient form of the 

Church’s liturgy during Lent. 

SCIAF Lenten Campaign: The annual ‘Wee Box’        

campaign has launched and your very own ‘Wee Box’ is 

available to take home, fill and return to the Church before 

Easter. We will have a speaker from SCIAF on the 4th    

Sunday of Lent (SCIAF Sunday – March 30th/31st) to tell us 

much more about this year’s Lenten campaign and the work 

SCIAF does on our behalf. There will also be a special    

collection for SCIAF’s work that weekend and envelopes 

(white) are provided for those who are able to gift-aid their 

offering. 

SPRED: Thank you to everyone who supported and 

attended the Black Tie Ball on Saturday 9th March 

2019, the evening was a lovely success and raised in 

the region of £5,000.  The next ball will take place at              

The Brigadoon Hotel Alloway on Saturday 15th    

February 2020.  If you would like to reserve your 

place please email info@spredgalloway.org.uk at 

your earliest convenience as tickets are going fast  

Lenten Course: As a part of our preparation for  

Easter we are presenting a Cafe Course “Catholics 

Listening to God”. It will take place on Tuesday 

mornings in  St. Margaret's Hall after Mass and the 

Rosary. 

Baptism Preparation Course: The next course for parents 

requesting Baptism for their children will take place on 

Sunday 7th April at  4pm in St Margaret’s Hall. The       

parents of children requesting the Sacrament for their     

children between April and July need to attend. 

Lenten Stations of the Cross: These will be         

celebrated in St. Margaret’s and St. Paul’s on      

Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. in Lent and in St. Francis 

Xavier’s after the Wednesday morning Service. 

Lenten Mass: Wednesday mornings at 8.15 a.m. and 

everyone is welcome. 

World Youth Day – Lisbon 2022: My apologies for 

not publishing more information about this – I will do 

so soon! 

Saturday Exposition and Benediction: The next Saturday 

Exposition and Benediction will take place on Saturday 

March 30th from after Mass until Benediction at 5 p.m. The 

theme of the March prayer day is “Refugees and Exiles”. 

Please sign up to ensure that the Blessed Sacrament is     

never alone – sheets are available at the back of each 

Church. 

Lenten Penitential Service: Our annual Lenten   

Penance Service will take place on Wednesday March 

20th at 6.30 p.m. in the Cathedral. Although the     

children of Primary 3 will celebrate the Sacrament for 

the very first time that night, this is the Penitential 

Service for the whole community – it will be the only 

such Service during Lent. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage in the Footsteps of St. Paul: Bishop 

Nolan will lead a Diocesan Pilgrimage to Turkey from   

October 10th - 17th 2019, visiting the sites of the Seven 

Churches of Asia Minor. Flights are direct from Glasgow 

and bookings are now being accepted. Further information 

and Booking Forms can be obtained from Fr. David      

Borland – when he returns from the Holy Land. This is the 

first time the Diocese has offered a pilgrimage to these  

destinations. 

 

Galloway News:  The latest edition of the Galloway News 

is available at the back of each church.   

Legion of Mary: On Sunday 24th of March The Legion Of 

Mary are holding their annual ACIES ceremony at             

St Winins Church Kilwinning at 3pm.  Rosary legion   

prayers followed by consecration to Our Lady and         

benediction. Refreshments in church hall afterwards.  All 

active and auxillary members and friends welcome. 

mailto:info@spredgalloway.org.uk


SPRED Mass: Next Sunday, March 24th, we will welcome the Ayr and Girvan groups of friends to our 11.30 a.m. 

Mass. They will play a prominent part in our liturgy. 

Tea/Coffee:  In the hall after Sunday morning Mass. 

Mother & Toddler Group:  The group meet on Tuesday morning at 10.30 a.m.   

Art Club:  The group meet in the hall on Monday at 1.30 p.m. New members welcome. 

Tuesday Club:  The group meet in the hall on Tuesday at 2.00 p.m.  New members welcome. 

Joseph Boland R.I.P.: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Joseph Boland of Stewart Road who has died. Joseph’s 

Funeral Mass will be on Thursday at 10 a.m. and thereafter to Masonhill Crematorium May he rest in peace. 

St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please contact 

Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything related to the Hall. 

Tea/Coffee:  In the hall after Sunday morning Mass.   

SSVP: Meeting in the hall on Monday at 6 p.m. 

Wednesday: There will be a Service of the Word and Holy Communion on Wednesday morning at 10 a.m. 

Friday: The Holy Rosary is recited at 10 a.m. on Friday morning. 

Saint Francis Xavier’s 

Saint Margaret’s         

Saint Paul’s 

Fr. David’s Mass intentions for this week:  

Monday – Bobby Beck; Tuesday – Elizabeth Atkinson; Wednesday – Mark Miller; Thursday – Jenny O’Neil;  

Friday – Special intention; Saturday – Ned O’Neil; Sunday – for the parishes. 

Fr Stan’s Mass intentions for this week:  

Monday – Special Intention; Tuesday – Fr James McHugh; Wednesday – Archie Mc Bride; Thursday – Joseph Boland;  

Friday – Ruby Mc Garva; Saturday – Ruby Mc Garva; Sunday – Joe Madden. 

Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 2019:  

Lourdes Assisted/Sick Pilgrim Places:  We have availability in our welcome centre for those who require support in any 

way, the welcome centre is set up like a hospital ward and our medical team are able to support assisted pilgrims in their care 

24 hours per day.  If you or someone you know would like to join us on pilgrimage this year (1st - 8th July) it costs £719 full 

board, please get in touch with our chief nurse Janie Agnew to find out more on 07739-399222. 

Lourdes 2019 - Safeguarding Training: The following dates have been set up for adult volunteers of this summers pilgrim-

age to carry out mandatory safeguarding training.  You are required to attend only one of these meetings, however, if you 

have completed training at Parish level recently you will need to let our safeguarding officer Lynsey May know to ensure 

dates can be cross matched. 

Sunday 24th March 3pm, St John's Cumnock and  Sunday 12th May 3pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Kilmarnock  

The Stations of the Cross 

The Stations of the Cross are a series of 14 pictures or carvings portraying events in the Passion of Christ, from his          

condemnation by Pontius Pilate to his entombment. The series of stations is as follows: (1) Jesus is condemned to death, (2) 

he is made to bear his cross, (3) he falls the first time, (4) he meets his mother, (5) Simon of Cyrene is made to bear the cross, 

(6) Veronica wipes Jesus’ face, (7) he falls the second time, (8) the women of Jerusalem weep over Jesus, (9) he falls the 

third time, (10) he is stripped of his garments, (11) he is nailed to the cross, (12) he dies on the cross, (13) he is taken down 

from the cross, and (14) he is placed in the sepulchre. The third, fourth, sixth, seventh, and ninth stations are not specifically 

described in the Gospels, nor is St. Alphonsus’ depiction in the 13th station of Jesus’ body being laid in the arms of his   

mother. 

The devotional exercise of visiting and praying in front of each of the 14 stations and meditating on the Passion of Christ 

stems from the practice of early Christian pilgrims who visited the scenes of the events in Jerusalem and walked the            

traditional route from the supposed location of Pilate’s house to Calvary. The number of stations originally observed in     

Jerusalem was considerably smaller than 14, probably only 4, but being added to in subsequent years as Christians visited the 

Holy sites. In the early 16th century, ‘Ways of the Cross’ were established in Europe, and the tradition of 14 stations        

probably derived from the best known of them, that at Leuven, Belgium (1505). The Franciscans long popularized the     

practice, and in the 18th century they bowed to Western Christian devotional feeling and provided 14 stations in Jerusalem. 

Prayerful meditation through the Stations of the Cross is especially common during Lent and on Fridays throughout the year, 

in commemoration of Christ’s Crucifixion on Good Friday. 



The Second Sunday in Lent – Year ‘C’ 
 

Genesis 15: 5-12.17-18 Philippians 3:17 – 4:1 Luke 9: 28-36 

I once read a book, in fact I have revisited it a number of times, called ‘The One Who Listens’. People are still buying 

and using it. The One Who Listens is God! This weekend – He Who Listens tells us “Listen to my Son”. This links up 

with the theme of Lent: Repent and believe the Good News. We cannot believe the Good News unless we have heard it; 

we cannot hear it unless we listen! I must warn you – if you listen and if you hear – it will be very difficult to remain 

just as you are! Listening to and hearing God’s word of Good News will change you. Scripture says it is a fearful thing 

to fall into the hands of the living God! Courage – do not be afraid! Jesus’ friends, in Sunday’s Gospel, were afraid and 

were told to listen. The gentleness and kindness of God is clear when, after their fear and the awesome voice of God, 

they look up and see only Jesus. 

As Lent goes on, as we go on in Lent, we must make space and time to Listen to Him. Try to be open to being changed, 

not just afraid. Begin by Repenting. This means acknowledging your failures and deliberate choices for self against 

God. Then being sorry and expressing your sorrow to God in Jesus, asking Jesus’ mercy and love. Listen to him – Jesus 

says to his friends: ‘Fear not little flock’. Love him – because love throws out fear. 

One of the Lenten Prefaces addresses the Lord, “Each year you give us this joyful season”. Joyful? Yes it is, or can be. 

We can discover the treasure of the Bible. We can discover the loving heart of the Lord in ‘wasting’ time on God in 

prayer. We can discover that there is a great joy in giving. So we are specially challenged to find Lenten joy in fasting. 

Personally, I find it hard to fast from anything! But there is real joy when I can give extra time to people, or visit     

someone in the hospital or be interrupted in what I am doing to see someone or answer the telephone. All these 

“events” can be tiresome – but they give joy. 

Words of Pope Francis 

There was no General Audience on Wednesday as the Holy Father is taking part in the         
Spiritual Exercises (Retreat). Below is the text of the Pope’s Angelus address on Sunday. 

 
Dear brothers and sisters, hello! The Gospel of this first Sunday of Lent tells of the             
experience of Jesus' temptations in the desert. The devil first invites him to turn a stone into bread; then, from above, he 
shows him the kingdoms of the earth and makes him consider becoming a powerful and glorious messiah); finally, he 
leads him to the highest point of the temple in Jerusalem and invites him to throw himself down to dramatically          
manifest his divine power. The three temptations show three ways that the world always proposes promising great    
successes, three paths to deceive us:  the greed to possess - to have, to have, to have - the human glory and the          
instrumentalization of God. These are three paths that will lead us to our loss. 

The first, the path of greed to posses. The insidious logic of the devil is always this one. It starts from the natural and 
legitimate need to feed oneself, to live, to realize oneself, to be happy, to make us believe that all this is possible      
without God, and even against Him. But Jesus opposes it, saying, ‘It is written, “Man does not live on bread 
alone”. Recalling the long journey of the people elected through the desert, Jesus says he wants to surrender with      
confidence to the providence of the Father, who always takes care of his children. 

The second temptation: the path of human glory. The devil says, “If you bow down to me, you will have all this”. One 
can lose all personal dignity, one can be corrupted by the idols of money, success and power, in order to reach one's 
own affirmation. And we taste the intoxication of an empty joy that vanishes very quickly. And this also leads us to 
“peacocks”, vanity, but that vanishes. That's why Jesus answers: “You will worship the Lord your God, and you alone 
will worship”. 

And then, the third temptation: to exploit God to his own advantage. Jesus again opposes the devil who, citing the 
Scriptures, invites him to bring forth a miracle from God, his firm decision to remain humble and trustful to his Father: 
“It has been said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord your God”. He thus repels a temptation perhaps more subtle: that of 
wanting to ‘put God on our side’, by asking for graces which, in reality, serve and will serve to satisfy our pride. 

These are the paths that are presented to us, with the illusion of being able to obtain success and happiness. But, in    
reality, they are totally foreign to God's way of acting; in fact, they even separate us from God because they are the 
work of Satan. Jesus, facing these trials himself, triumphs three times the temptation to fully adhere to the Father's 
plan. And he tells us the remedies: the inner life, the faith in God, the certainty of his love, the certainty that God loves 
us, that he is Father, and that with this certainty we will overcome any temptation. 

But there is one thing I would like to draw your attention to, something interesting. Jesus, responding to the           
tempter, does not enter into dialogue, but responds to the three challenges only through the Word of God. This teaches 
us that with the devil we do not dialogue, we must not dialogue, we must only respond to him with the Word of God. 
Let us therefore enjoy Lent, as a privileged time to purify ourselves, to experience the comforting presence of God in 
our lives. 


