Parish Bulletin
22nd/23rd December 2018
Readings
Micah 5: 1-4
Hebrews 10: 5-10
Luke 1: 39-44
Response
God of hosts, bring us back;
Let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.
The Nicene Creed:

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven: (all bow)
and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Times of Mass and Services
24th December - 30th December
Monday
Mass in St Paul’s at 10am
Christmas Vigil Mass at St Paul’s 6pm
Midnight Mass at St. Margaret’s 11.30pm
Tuesday
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 9.30am & 11.30am
Wednesday
Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am
Thursday
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am
Friday
Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am
Saturday
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am

SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm and
St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm
Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am
Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am
The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on
Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be
recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.
The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass and
Thursday and Saturday before Mass at 9.30am
in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in
St. Francis Xavier’s
Sacrament of Reconciliation
This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass
until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at
St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on
Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s
after Mass until 11am
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Exposition and Prayer for Peace on Hogmanay:
On Monday December 31st there will be Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament from 12 noon in
St. Margaret’s Cathedral until 7 p.m. when we will
celebrate Benediction and pray for peace on the eve
of the New Year. As the Cathedral will remain open
for these seven hours we need parishioners from all
our parishes to commit to spending some time before
the Blessed Sacrament to ensure that there is
continuous prayer and a human presence in the
Cathedral. There is a list at the back of each Church
for you to sign up and commit to being present for a
period of time. Thank you.
Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 2019: Booking forms
are now available – see Poster for further details.
Discerning a vocation to the Priesthood or
Permanent Diaconate? God is calling people to
serve the Church in Galloway as ordained ministers.
The task we have, every one of us, is to encourage
people to hear and respond to this call. If you think
someone has a vocation to the Priesthood or
Permanent Diaconate why not approach them gently
and speak with them about it?
Baptism Preparation Course: The next course for
parents requesting Baptism for their children will take
place on January 20th & 27th at 4 p.m. The parents of
children requesting the Sacrament for their children
between January and April next year need to attend
these days.
Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing
generosity towards your parish community through
the weekly collection. The offerings last weekend
were: St. Margaret’s - £975.29; St. Paul’s - TBC;
St. Francis Xavier’s - £162.00.
Foodbank: The Food Bank collections are taken on
the 1st Weekend each month.

Christmas Nativity Scenes: Our Crib reminds us of what it
really is that we celebrate at Christmas. When we gaze
upon the Holy Family in the Crib we should be prompted to
pray for our own family and friends. Sadly many children
have no family to call their own, even in Scotland, and so at
each of our Crib scenes there will be a collection box in aid
of the St. Margaret’s Adoption Society. As this is the
Society’s main source of income I would urge you to make
an offering this year – your financial gift could give a child
the gift of a family of their own. The Society have also sent
some ‘home collection boxes’ which you can take home
with you and use. These are available at the back of each
church and should be brought back by the end of January.
First-Aid Course: There have been a few incidents
at Masses lately when it would have been helpful to have
a qualified first-aider present, but unfortunately there was
not. As a result of this we would like to put together a team
of first-aiders across the parishes. If you would like to take
part in a certified First Aid Course then please call Angela
at the Parish Office (263488) on a Tuesday, Thursday
or
Friday
morning
to
register
or
email
rcchurchesayr@gmail.com
The Course will be fully-funded by the parishes and the
Course will last one full day. Thank you.
Sacramental Preparation Meeting for Parents: These
meetings take place in the Hall at 6.30 p.m. on the
following dates: Reconciliation - Wednesday January 16th
and 30th. First Eucharist - Wednesday March 13th.
SCIAF Lenten Training: SCIAF will be presenting
Lenten Training in Galloway Diocese on Saturday 2nd
February 2019, 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. in the Church Hall of
Our Lady and St Meddan’s, Troon. This event is open to
everyone who is interested in SCIAF and their Lenten
Programme. Anyone wishing to reserve a place should
contact Jim Berry:- E-mail: Jimb40@btinternet.com
Mobile: 07951 165873 or Tel: 01292 311155

Bishop Nolan’s Christmas Message
Bishop Nolan’s Christmas Message was recorded in the Cathedral
on Wednesday evening after the Diocesan Carol Service and is now
available to view on both the RC Ayr and Galloway Diocese
Facebook pages, on the RC Ayr website: www.rcayr.org.uk and
shortly will be available on the diocesan website:
www.gallowaydiocese.org.uk A full printed text will appear on this
Newsletter next weekend. In his message he uses his Christmas Card
for this year as his basis for reflection. Please continue to keep
Bishop Nolan in your prayers as he leads our Diocese in faith.
St. Ninian, pray for him.

Saint Margaret’s
St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please contact
Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything related to the Hall.
Tea/Coffee: In the hall after Sunday morning Mass.
200 Club December Draw: £30 M Nisbet, £20 A Mancini, £10 K McLaughlin.

Saint Paul’s
Tea/Coffee: In the hall after Sunday morning Mass.

Saint Francis Xavier’s
Friday: The Holy Rosary is recited at 10 a.m. on Friday morning.
SSVP
Please place your requests for visits to the home/hospital in the box at the back of the Church, please also include the
name and contact details of a relative/friend. If you require the assistance of the SVDP please contact 07722 707076.
The SSVP Conference which meets in St. Margaret’s is the Conference for the whole of the town, helping anyone in
need wherever they live. We could still do with some new members. Please contact Pat Snee on 07722 707076 for
more information on how you can help.
As we enter the Church Services over Christmas and New Year, there may be parishioners who need assistance to
attend. If you have a requirement, or know someone who does please use the SSVP box at the back of the churches, or
let a member of the SSVP know and we can organise transport.

A Christmas Message from Fr. David
This year of Our Lord 2018 is almost over, a new year is nearly upon us, and we have
come once again to the celebration of the great Feast of Christmas, that festival which,
for most of us, gives us a wonderful personal joy. The birth of every child is a joyous
and precious moment for its parents: the birth of Jesus, the Christ-child, is a joyous, and
precious, and sacred moment for the whole world.
We are all very familiar with the Christmas story of how Mary and Joseph travelled to
Bethlehem and Jesus was born in a stable because there was no room for them at the Inn, but we can only imagine how
awful they must have felt when that inn door was closed in their faces. The great feast of Christmas reminds us not only
of an event that happened over 2,000 year ago, it also reminds us that we must never close the door of our hearts in the
Lord’s face, we must always keep them wide open to receive him, and not just at Christmastime. And we should also
remember, especially in these times in which we live, that the Lord’s face is seen in the refugee, the asylum-seeker, the
lost.
Let us remember with joy this Christmas God’s gift of love to each of us. Let us try to love Him, to worship and adore
Him, and to be thankful for all that he has given us. But let us also see him in the faces of every human person we
encounter in our lives, they too must be welcomed into our hearts as if we were welcoming the Lord himself.
Thank you all for the love, support and encouragement you have given to me this year, and please continue to pray for
me as we begin our journey of faith together through another year of the Lord. May the blessing of the Christ-child
come upon you and those you love this Christmas, and may your lives be filled with the peace and joy of Christmas –
today, tomorrow and for ever.

Fourth Sunday of Advent – Year ‘C’
Micah 5: 1-4

Hebrews 10: 5-10

Luke 1: 39-44

When we celebrate a little baby’s birthday or have a party after Baptism, we all enjoy ourselves.
But, though the little one cannot appreciate the jollification, they are the centre of it all. Our joy
and fun, laughter and chatter surround the little one with an atmosphere of love and caring – peace
and joy in the midst of the party. I often laughingly and lovingly call this wonderful centring ‘baby
worship’. It is tender, unselfish and beautiful. The little one brings everyone together in love and
peace.
This is what Christmas is about, only the little one around whom we centre is Jesus Christ, Son of God and son of
Mary. If he is not there in the centre, what are we celebrating? Therefore, let each individual Christian and each
Christian family and community make one hundred percent certain that Jesus is centred in their celebration, their love
and their worship.
The term ‘Peace and Goodwill to all’ is often used at this time but very often all that really happens is that it is paid lip
service and nothing else. To put Christ at the centre of our lives is to see the eyes of the needy, the beggar and the
lonely Christ calling out to you to intercede. So, be sure to be at peace with yourself and with others. Crown the gift to
Jesus by the quality of your Christmas worship and Holy Communion. And may this centring on Jesus, his love, his
peace and his gift of himself to us make your Christmas a truly happy, holy and peaceful and loving festivity.

Words of Pope Francis
At the weekly General Audience in the Vatican on Wednesday of this week, after the
reading of John 1: 9-10, Pope Francis spoke of the coming of Christmas:
Dear brothers and sisters: In a few days it will be Christmas. In this busy season, we
might ask ourselves how the Lord himself would like us to keep this feast. If we look at
the first Christmas, we see that it is full of God’s surprises. Mary is visited by an angel;
Joseph is told to take her in, to become a father to her Child and to flee with the Holy Family to Egypt. But the greatest
surprise of all is that God himself becomes a little Child, born in humility and poverty. Christmas changes our world. It
speaks to us of God’s self-giving love that should inspire the way we live and relate to one another. It tells us that we
best celebrate the Saviour’s birth by imitating Mary’s trusting faith and Joseph’s quiet openness to God’s will, and by
opening our hearts to the Lord, who asks us to make room for him in our busy lives. Amid the bustle of our Christmas
preparations, may we not forget the very One whose birth we are celebrating! And in worshiping the Son of God, born
in the poverty of our flesh, may we be mindful of the poor and those in need all around us. This Christmas, may you
and your families experience the joy and peace proclaimed by the angels, and be ever more open to God’s wonderful
surprises!

New Year 2019
Please note the different times of Masses for New Year. Weekend Masses and Weekday Masses are at the usual times
and in the usual places.
Monday December 31st
10 am
12 noon

Daily Mass (St. Paul’s)

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament until 7 pm (Cathedral)
7 pm

Prayer for Peace and Benediction

Tuesday January 1st 2019
11 am

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Mass in all three Churches

Fr. David’s Mass intentions for this week:
Monday – Michael Bradley; Tuesday – Nan McKeown; Wednesday – November Lists; Thursday – November Lists;
Friday – Trisha Craig; Saturday – Eric Walls; Sunday – for the parishes.
Fr Stan’s Mass intentions for this week:
Monday – Nicola McIndoe; Tuesday – May Rooney; Wednesday – Special intention; Thursday – Special intention;
Friday – Special intention; Saturday – Jimmy Rooney; Sunday – Special intention.

