
 6th/7th October 2018 
 Readings 

               Genesis 2: 18-24 Hebrews 2: 9-11   

Mark 10: 2-16 

 

 Psalm Response 

May the Lord bless us all the days of our life. 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway - 
Registered Charity No. SCO10576 

Parish Bulletin 

The Nicene Creed: 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven:  (all bow) 
 

and by the Holy Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Times of Mass and Services 

8th October - 14th October 
 

 

Monday 

Mass in St Paul’s at 10am   

Tuesday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Wednesday  

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am 

Thursday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Friday 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am 

Saturday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am 

 

SUNDAY MASSES  
 

Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm and 

St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm 

Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am 
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on 

Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be 

recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.          
 

The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass and 

Thursday and Saturday before Mass at 9.30am  

in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in  

St. Francis Xavier’s 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass 

until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at 

St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on 

Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s 

after Mass until 11am 

http://9.40am.in/


Foodbank: The Food Bank collections for  St. Margaret’s 

and St. Paul’s parishes are taken on the 1st Weekend each 

month. 

Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing       

generosity towards your parish community through 

the weekly collection. The offerings last weekend 

were: St. Margaret’s - £970.35; St. Paul’s - £506.56; 

St. Francis Xavier’s - £196.20.  

Thinking of becoming a Catholic? If you, or some-

one you know, is considering joining the Church, 

please contact Fr. David or Sr. Marie as we hope to 

get the RCIA process starting again soon. The RCIA 

is the process through which those enquiring about 

the faith can come to know more about what we    

believe and therefore be more certain that this is the 

path on which the Holy Spirit is guiding them. 

Parish EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – an evening of 

Prayer and Reflection: This evening will take place on 

Wednesday October 24th at 7 p.m. in St. Margaret’s        

Cathedral. This will be an evening for the Eucharistic     

Ministers from all three parishes and you are asked to make 

every effort to attend. If you would like to become a       

Eucharistic Minister then please come along also. 

Mary’s Meals Clothing Collection: The Mary’s Meals 

Clothing Collection van will  be at  St. Margaret’s and      

St. Paul’s on SUNDAY OCTOBER 14TH to accept any 

donations you wish to make of clothes, fabric (e.g. bedding, 

curtains, etc) handbags and shoes. This is all they can     

accept – no household goods or bric-a-brac please.             

St. Francis Xavier’s parishioners can bring their  donation 

to the Church at the Saturday Mass and they will be brought 

to Ayr for you, St. Margaret’s (both Masses) and St Paul’s 

parishioners should take their donations to their respective 

Hall. Thank you, this is one of Mary’s Meals’ major sources 

of funding.  

A date for your diary – advanced warning: The          

Sacrament of Confirmation will be conferred by Bishop 

Nolan on the primary four aged children in the Cathedral on 

Thursday February 22nd 2019 at 7 p.m. This is the           

celebration for all the children from Ayr, Waterside, 

Mossblown, Maybole and Girvan. If your child does not 

attend a Catholic School in our parishes then please contact 

Angela at the parish office (263488) to register for this   

Sacrament as the preparation programme is beginning soon. 

Fire Risk Assessments: All of our churches/halls are due 

to have a Fire Risk Assessment completed. If any           

parishioner is qualified to undertake this task could they 

please let the parish office know by calling Angela on 

263488 on a Tuesday, Thursday or Friday morning. 

Volunteer needed for SPRED: Could you offer to 

support a lady who has learning difficulties from this 

parish, at her THURSDAY evening SPRED group?  

We meet in St.  Margaret’s Hall from 7-9pm.        

Contact SPRED Office 01292 738068 or Sr. Kathleen 

01292 270408 for details. 

First Reconciliation Catch-up: I believe that there are 

some children of primary four age who have not yet        

celebrated First Reconciliation – usually celebrated during 

Lent in primary three. If this is your child, and you intend to 

present them for Confirmation in 2019, please get in touch 

with the parish office as soon as possible as First                

Reconciliation needs to be celebrated before  Confirmation. 

Preparation classes will begin on 28th October in          

St. Paul’s at 10.15am. 

Parish Safeguarding: In line with the Parish          

Safeguarding Standards and Procedures, Mrs Lynsey 

May, our parishes Safeguarding Co-ordinator, will 

read a statement on Safeguarding issues at all Masses 

this weekend. 

Dr Allan McNeill: Allan successfully 

completed the Great Scottish Run in 

Glasgow in aid of ‘The Friends of the 

Holy Land’ charity last Sunday in a 

time of 45:27 – although if he hadn’t 

carried Hector around with him he 

might have been a little quicker! It’s 

not too late to sponsor him at 

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/dr

-Allan-McNeill or simply hand your 

donation to Fr David. If you signed up 

on the sponsor sheets please pay-up if you haven’t 

already done so. We will let you know next weekend 

just how much Allan has managed to raise for this 

just cause. Please continue to pray for the Christians 

in the Holy Land who suffer daily just for living their 

faith – this is the most important thing we can do for 

them. P.S. He didn’t carry the dog around with       

him - that was a wee joke! 

RCIA Team - Planning Meeting: There will be a 

meeting of last year’s Team on Wednesday October 

16th at 6.30 p.m. 

World Mission Sunday: This takes place on Sunday 

October 21st, a day when we pray in a more focused 

way for the missionary work of the Church across the 

world. A special collection will be taken that day to 

enable the Church’s missionary work to flourish. 

Parish READERS – an evening of Prayer and Reflection: 

This evening will take place on Tuesday October 30th at 7 

p.m. in St. Margaret’s Cathedral. This will be an evening 

for the Readers from all three parishes and you are asked to 

make every effort to attend. If you would like to become a 

Reader then please come along also. 

http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/dr-Allan-McNeill
http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/dr-Allan-McNeill


SVDP Ayr: The SVDP Conference which meets in St. Margaret’s is the Conference for the whole of the town, helping 

anyone in need wherever they live. Unfortunately the St. Paul’s representation on the Conference is very low. Could you 

join and help? Please contact Pat Snee on 07722 707076 for more information on how you can help. 

Mother & Toddler Group:  The group meet on Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the hall.    

Tuesday Club: The group meet in the hall on Tuesday afternoon at 2 p.m.   

Art Club: The Art Club meet in the hall on Monday at 1.30 p.m.  New members welcome. 

Tea/Coffee:  In the hall after Sunday morning Mass. 

Altar Servers: Most of our Altar Servers are getting older and many have ‘retired’ – and we could really do with some 

new volunteers. If you would like to be an Altar Server, providing you have already celebrated First Holy Communion, 

please speak to Fr. David. 

St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please contact 

Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything related to the Hall. 

SVP Meeting:  Monday  at 6 p.m. in the church hall. New members very welcome. 

Tea/Coffee:  In the hall after Sunday morning Mass. 

Service of the Word and Holy Communion: There will be a Service of the Word and Holy Communion on 

Wednesday morning of this week. 

Help! Help! Help! Mark Rooney is in the process of compiling a book of the a “History of St. Francis Xavier’s 

Church” and would really like your help in filling the pages. Mark is looking for stories, anecdotes, photographs etc. to 

include in the future publication which will be available for all who want a copy. He’s not planning to write an 

academic or weighty tome, so ‘funnies’ would be very welcome. You can contact Mark on 07909 402203 or at 

rooneymarkj@gmail.com Thank you. 

Saint Francis Xavier’s 

Saint Margaret’s         

Saint Paul’s 

Sacramental Preparation Meetings – for Parents/Guardians 

While the children receive an excellent preparation for the Sacraments in St. John’s Primary School and in the Catechetics class for 

those children who do not attend our Catholic School (held on Sunday mornings in St. Paul’s), there has never been much            

preparation for their parents/guardians and, if we are honest, it might have been a while since they did the preparation for their    

reception of the Sacraments! To put this right we will have a couple of Parents’ Preparation Meetings for each of the Sacraments 

beginning in November. Parents/guardians are required to attend both meetings pertaining to the Sacrament their child is preparing 

for, and if there is no parent/guardian present for a particular child then we will assume that they have chosen that their child will 

not be receiving that particular Sacrament in this coming year. The dates of the meetings, which will take place in the Cathedral 

Hall at 6.30 p.m., are as follows: 

   Confirmation:  Wednesday November 7th and 21st 

   Reconciliation:  Wednesday January 15th and 30th 

   Eucharist:   Wednesday March 13th and 27th 

If any parent/guardian has a particular problem with this then please contact Fr. David, preferably after Mass, who will be happy to 

explain to them why this is now the procedure. 

Preparation for Baptism – Parent’s Meetings 

Too many, although by no means all, parents are just turning up requesting for their child to be Baptised, and then after the        

beautiful Baptismal celebration we rarely see them again – until their child is due their next Sacrament! In order to explain the 

beauty of this Sacrament, and what it really means to be part of God’s family in the Church, we are introducing a Baptismal      

Preparation Course for parents before their child is accepted for Baptism. This Baptismal Preparation Course will run four times a 

year – January, April, July and October – and parents or prospective parents need to attend one of these before the Baptism of their 

child unless, of course, the Sacrament is administered in an emergency.. The first Course is in January 2019 and parents who wish 

their child to be baptised in the first three months of 2019 need to be at these two sessions. The two meetings will be held in the 

Cathedral Hall on Sundays January 20th and 27th at 4 p.m. both days. 

mailto:rooneymarkj@gmail.com


Fr. David’s Mass intentions for this week are:  
 

Monday – Gerry McLaughlin; Tuesday – Marion Cosgrove;  

Wednesday – In Thanksgiving; Thursday – Agnes Dungavel;  

Friday – James Smith; Saturday – Mrs Drummond;  

Sunday – for the parishes.  

SVDP  

Visit requests: Please place your requests for visits to the home/hospital in the box at the back of the Church, please 

also include the name and contact details of a relative/friend. If you require the assistance of the SVDP please contact 

07722 707076. 

150th Anniversary:  We are getting closer to the 150th Anniversary (October 31st) Mass to celebrate the foundation 

of the St Vincent de Paul Society in St Margaret's.   Unfortunately, apart from the past few years, all records have been 

lost through time. We are appealing for any information on former members ( photos, stories etc). Please contact any 

member of the SVDP if you can help. 

SCIAF EMERGENCY APPEAL 

SCIAF is working closely with Caritas Indonesia and others who are now distributing food,    

water, tarpaulines, and non-food items to families in need in Palu. Responding to a disaster of 

this magnitude presents huge challenges. Communications are limited, and damaged roads, 

bridges and airports all make it extremely difficult to get emergency aid to survivors.  There is 

an urgent need for temporary shelters, medical supplies, food and clean water. You can help us 

to provide emergency support to those who need it most. United, we can help the people of    

Indonesia. 

Rather than take the time to organise a ‘special collection’ for SCIAF, as our immediate         

response to this emergency I have sent £1,000 from parish funds (£600 from St. Margaret’s, 

£300 from St. Paul’s, £100 from St. Francis Xavier’s). If you would like to make a personal  

donation then please do so online at www.sciaf.org.uk, by post to SCIAF, 19 Park Circus,       

Glasgow, G3 6BE, or by telephone to 0141 354 5555. Thank you. 

The Twenty Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Genesis 2: 18-24  Hebrews 2: 9-11  Mark 10: 2-16  

God in the Creation story this week says “It is not good that man should be alone.” He is talking of the two sexes      

supporting each other in their existence. In some situations in life it is good for us, women and men, to be alone with 

God. The difficulty of modern living is that conditions cramp us together in towns and cities, in closely built homes, in 

flats piled on top of each other, on the crowded streets, in buses or on trains. Family life is rushed with much coming 

and going, both parents working, children at school, or a one parent condition where someone is valiantly trying to do 

the caring of two. Only a few privileged ‘ordinary people’ have the time or freedom to go away to be alone with God. If 

you are so privileged try and go! 

But what of those many, many who are not able ‘to escape’ or even do not see ‘escaping’ as any part of their life, and 

even think it wrong to abandon the family for a selfish aloneness with God? Both spiritually and psychologically it is 

extremely fruitful (and recognised as such by Christian psychologists and un-religious psychologists alike) to put into 

your day a regular time for withdrawal. Many people now do half and hour of meditation each morning and evening. If 

you cannot do that – could you be alone at some point during each day and give it to God? Try something regularly, 

however small. 

Finally there are those who are not deprived of aloneness, but forced into it. You live alone in a flat, maybe you are 

housebound, or bereaved or shy of company. In your situation – do all you can to create this space into something  

lovely, to be shared with Jesus. You are not alone because Jesus is there with you – it may not be easy to ‘realise’ he is 

with you. If you can do so, this gives you a sense of companionship and care.  Please also invite the parish community 

to visit you, pray with you, have a cup of tea – the St. Vincent De Paul Society would be delighted to come round. So 

crowded, make space! Alone – welcome Jesus and stay with him, and welcome the community. We must all learn to be 

together and alone. Difficult, but possible, especially with the Spirit in us and God with us. 

http://www.sciaf.org.uk

