
27th & 28th October 2018 

Readings 

              Jeremiah 31: 7-9     Hebrews 5: 1-6       

Mark 10: 46-52 

Psalm Response 

What marvels the Lord worked for us.   

Indeed we were glad. 
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Parish Bulletin 

The Nicene Creed: 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven:  (all bow) 
 

and by the Holy Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Times of Mass and Services 

29th October - 4th November 
 

 

Monday 

Mass in St Paul’s at 10am   

Tuesday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Wednesday  

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am 

Thursday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Friday 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am 

Saturday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am 

 

SUNDAY MASSES  
 

Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm and 

St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm 

Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am 
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on 

Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be 

recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.          
 

The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass and 

Thursday and Saturday before Mass at 9.30am  

in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in  

St. Francis Xavier’s 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass 

until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at 

St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on 

Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s 

after Mass until 11am 

http://9.40am.in/


Foodbank: The Food Bank collections for St. Margaret’s and St. Paul’s parishes are taken on the 1st Weekend each 

month. 

Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing       

generosity towards your parish community through 

the weekly collection. The offerings last weekend 

were: St. Margaret’s - £1058.90; St. Paul’s - £425.10; 

St. Francis Xavier’s - £147.00.   Mission Sunday   

collection: St Margaret’s - £1339.28; St Paul’s—

£588.65; St Francis Xavier’s - £146.03.  Many 

thanks. 

Thinking of becoming a Catholic? If you, or some-

one you know, is considering joining the Church, 

please contact Sr. Marie. The RCIA is the process 

through which those enquiring about the faith can 

come to know more about what we believe and    

therefore be more certain that this is the path on 

which the Holy Spirit is guiding them. 

November Lists: November is the month in which we    

remember those who have died in our prayers, and in a   

special way we remember those whose names appear on our 

November Lists. Sheets and envelopes are now available at 

the back of the Churches so that you can compile your lists 

and return them and they will then be placed upon the altar 

for the month. Please remember that you can include your 

offering in the same envelope as they are opened and only 

the lists are placed on the Altar. 

A date for your diary – advanced warning: The          

Sacrament of Confirmation will be conferred by Bishop 

Nolan on the primary four aged children in the Cathedral on 

Thursday February 21st 2019 at 7 p.m. This is the           

celebration for all the children from Ayr, Waterside, 

Mossblown, Maybole and Girvan. If your child does not 

attend a Catholic School in our parishes then please contact 

Angela at the parish office (263488) to register for this   

Sacrament as the preparation programme is beginning soon. 

Fire Risk Assessments: All of our churches/halls are 

due to have a Fire Risk Assessment completed. If any           

parishioner is qualified to undertake this task could 

they please let the parish office know by calling     

Angela on 263488 on a Tuesday, Thursday or Friday 

morning. 

First Reconciliation Catch-up: I believe that there are 

some children of primary four age who have not yet        

celebrated First Reconciliation – usually celebrated during 

Lent in primary three. If this is your child, and you intend to 

present them for Confirmation in 2019, please get in touch 

with the parish office as soon as possible as First                

Reconciliation needs to be celebrated before  Confirmation. 

All Saints Day – November 1st: Thursday is a 

Holyday of Obligation and Mass will be celebrated in 

all three churches at 10 a.m. There will be a Vigil 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 7 p.m. on Wednesday for 

the Solemnity, this Mass will also be the Mass for the 

150th anniversary of our St. Vincent de Paul         

Conference to which everyone is invited. 

Parish EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: We had a lovely 

evening of Prayer and Reflection on Wednesday evening 

but I must say that the turnout of Ministers from                 

St. Margaret’s was disappointing. 

RCIA:  The RCIA group meet on Tuesday 30th October at 

7pm in the Church Hall. 

Parish READERS – an evening of Prayer and Reflection: 

This evening will take place on Tuesday October 30th at 7 

p.m. in St. Margaret’s Cathedral. This will be an evening 

for the Readers from all three parishes and you are asked to 

make every effort to attend. If you would like to become a 

Reader then please come along also. 

Mass for the Dead: We will have a Mass for all   

deceased parishioners of our parishes in the Cathedral 

on Tuesday November 20th at 7 p.m. While we       

remember all former parishioners in this Mass, there 

will be a special focus on those whose funerals have 

taken place in one of our three churches or at the 

crematorium by one of our clergy since the beginning 

of November 2017. The names of these more recent 

deaths will be read out at this Mass and a candle will 

be lit in prayerful memory for each of them. Could I 

encourage you to invite any family members of these 

souls to come along to this Mass and to encourage 

them to bring the candle for that person forward when 

they hear the name being called. 

100
th

 Anniversary of Armistice Day: We will have a    

Service of Remembrance on Sunday November 11th at        

3 p.m. in the Cathedral to mark the 100th anniversary of the 

end of World War One. Please try to come along to this 

Service in remembrance of all the fallen and to pray for an 

end to war and violence. 

Confirmation Candidates: Any child in primary four who 

does not attend the Catholic School needs to register for the 

Sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucharist. Please  

contact the Parish Office as soon as possible. 

Amnesty International: Ayr Group Amnesty       

International Quiz and Music Event at the Market 

Inn, Ayr on Friday November 9 from 7.30 - 11pm. £3 

pp entry. Raffle prizes and prize money of £20 for the 

winning table. Come as a team of 2 - 6 people or on 

your own and join a table. Live music during the 

evening. 



Mother & Toddler Group:  The group meet on Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the hall.    

Tuesday Club: The group meet in the hall on Tuesday afternoon at 2 p.m.   

Art Club: The Art Club meet in the hall on Monday at 1.30 p.m.  New members welcome. 

Tea/Coffee:  In the hall after Sunday morning Mass. 

St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please contact 

Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything related to the Hall. 

SVP Meeting:  Monday  at 6 p.m. in the church hall. New members very welcome. 

Tea/Coffee:  In the hall after Sunday morning Mass.   

Service of the Word and Holy Communion: There will be a Service of the Word and Holy Communion on 

Wednesday morning of this week. 

Saint Francis Xavier’s 

Saint Margaret’s         

Saint Paul’s 

SVDP  

Visit requests: Please place your requests for visits to the home/hospital in the box at the back of the Church, please 

also include the name and contact details of a relative/friend. If you require the assistance of the SVDP please contact 

07722 707076. 

150th Anniversary Mass:  Wednesday 31st October @ 7.00 pm. Reception in hall afterwards.  All welcome. 

Fr. David’s Mass intentions for this week:  

Monday – Jean Johnson; Tuesday – Pat & Kay Lynch; Wednesday – Regena Feeney;  

Thursday – Bernie McGee; Friday – A Hamilton; Saturday – James Hamilton; Sunday – for the parishes. 

Sacramental Preparation Meetings – for Parents/Guardians 

While the children receive an excellent preparation for the Sacraments in St. John’s Primary School and in the Catechetics class for 

those children who do not attend our Catholic School (held on Sunday mornings in St. Paul’s), there has never been much            

preparation for their parents/guardians and, if we are honest, it might have been a while since they did the preparation for their    

reception of the Sacraments! To put this right we will have a couple of Parents’ Preparation Meetings for each of the Sacraments 

beginning in November. Parents/guardians are required to attend both meetings pertaining to the Sacrament their child is preparing 

for, and if there is no parent/guardian present for a particular child then we will assume that they have chosen that their child will 

not be receiving that particular Sacrament in this coming year. The dates of the meetings, which will take place in the Cathedral 

Hall at 6.30 p.m., are as follows: 

   Confirmation:  Wednesday November 7th and 21st 

   Reconciliation:  Wednesday January 16th and 30th 

   Eucharist:   Wednesday March 13th  

If any parent/guardian has a particular problem with this then please contact Fr. David, preferably after Mass, who will be happy to 

explain to them why this is now the procedure. 

Preparation for Baptism – Parent’s Meetings 

Too many, although by no means all, parents are just turning up requesting for their child to be Baptised, and then after the        

beautiful Baptismal celebration we rarely see them again – until their child is due their next Sacrament! In order to explain the 

beauty of this Sacrament, and what it really means to be part of God’s family in the Church, we are introducing a Baptismal      

Preparation Course for parents before their child is accepted for Baptism. This Baptismal Preparation Course will run four times a 

year – January, April, July and October – and parents or prospective parents need to attend one of these before the Baptism of their 

child unless, of course, the Sacrament is administered in an emergency.. The first Course is in January 2019 and parents who wish 

their child to be baptised in the first three months of 2019 need to be at these two sessions. The two meetings will be held in the 

Cathedral Hall on Sundays January 20th and 27th at 4 p.m. both days. 



Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Jeremiah 31: 7-9  Hebrews 5: 1-6  Mark 10: 46-52 

Some of us constitutionally resist change of any sort. Some, particularly many young people, are urgent for change, 

though even among younger people there is often a real element of conservatism. In the past fifty years there have been 

huge changes in the world, in our local society and in the Church. Those of us who are older can sit back over a cuppa 

or a pint and think of the ‘Good old days’. For younger people the ‘good old days’ are history, not reality, and fall    

under intense criticism and are often seen as the ‘bad old days’ – causing argument and conflict between generations. 

As Christians, we are pulled both ways, because Jesus is God, eternally and unchanging, but is God-made-man who 

comes into human history as a paradox, a contradiction. He proclaims the ‘law and the prophets’ which will not change 

– but he introduces radical change. He preached love, forgiveness, service of God and neighbour, suffering, the love of 

God expressed in ‘Fatherhood’. He dies and rises. He shatters Judaic religion as accepted, by moving from the Old 

Covenant (the law and the prophets) to the New Covenant – God so loves the world, forgiveness, repentance, the life of 

the Spirit. 

Much as we may resist change, feel uncomfortable with it, and even need to challenge some forms of change, we have 

a duty to be open, to listen and move forward. Time waits for no one! We must take up the mantle and follow Jesus. In 

the Gospel today we read that among all the people around it is a blind man called Bartimaeus who sees that Jesus is the 

Son of God. More than that he realises what Jesus has to offer. He calls Jesus Rabbuni which Mark translates a      

meaning Master. He has recognised that Jesus has something to give to him as a person. So what happens when Jesus 

heals him? He follows Jesus on the Way. We must accept the change in our lives that being a follower of Jesus causes. 

We must see with a new sight and follow his way. 

Words of Pope Francis 

At the weekly General Audience in the Vatican on Wednesday of this week, after the 

reading of Mark 10: 2-12, Pope Francis continued his catechesis on the Ten               

Commandments: 

Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing catechesis on the Ten Commandments, we 

now turn to the sixth           commandment: “You shall not commit adultery”. The commandment, while inculcating 

marital fidelity, also speaks to the need for fidelity in every aspect of our affective lives. Fidelity is the sign of a free, 

mature and responsible            relationship which rejects selfishness and is marked by the generous gift of self. Every 

heart longs for love, and all  authentic love is a reflection of God’s eternal love. Our vocation to love demands that we 

grow in the self-knowledge born of mastering our impulses and relating to others with honesty and integrity. This is 

particularly true of the         vocation to      conjugal love, as a special participation in Christ’s undying love for the 

Church. The promise of fidelity which spouses make to one another on the day of their marriage is the expression of 

their commitment to purify their hearts daily of all infidelity and untruth, and to grow in faithful and constant union 

with one another and with the Lord. 

Fr. Stanislaus Chukwube CSSP 

I am really pleased to let you know that another Spiritan priest, Fr. Stanislaus Chukwube CSSP, will be arriving to 

serve in our parishes during the week beginning November 5th for an undetermined period of time. Fr. Stanislaus is  

Nigerian by birth and comes to us from a teaching position at the Spiritan School of Philosophy in Isienu, Nigeria. He 

has worked in parishes in Nigeria, the USA, the Netherlands and Zimbabwe previously although he has been in      

teaching positions for the last 10 years. Fr. Stanislaus will bring a wonderful range of experiences to our parishes and I 

know you will make him very welcome. 

SPRED Galloway Cordially invites you to there inaugural Black Tie Charity Ball 
Saturday 9th March 2019, Dumfries Arms Hotel Cumnock, 6.30pm - 12.30am.  Drinks Reception, followed three 
course dinner inclusive of a glass of wine, tea, coffee & shortbread, dancing to live band "On the Edge", charity raffle 
& auction.   Ticket price £35.00 per head.   Return transport from Ayr, Girvan, Kilmarnock & Prestwick to the       
Dumfries Arms available.  Dumfries Arms have rooms available at a competitive B&B Rate for attendees of the 
ball. For Further information, please do not hesitate to contact the office on 01292-738068 or 
email info@spredgalloway.org.uk  

mailto:info@spredgalloway.org.uk

