
23rd/24th June 2018 
The Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

Readings 
Isaiah 49:1-6     Acts 13:22-26 

Luke 1:57-66. 80 
 

Psalm Response 

I thank you for the wonder of my being. 

(O give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever) 
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Registered Charity No. SCO10576 

Parish Bulletin 

The Nicene Creed: 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven:  (all bow) 
 

and by the Holy Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Times of Mass and Services 

25th June – 1st July 
 

Monday 

Mass in St Paul’s at 10am    

Tuesday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Wednesday  

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am  

Thursday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Friday 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am 

Saturday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 12noon  

 

SUNDAY MASSES  
 

Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm and 

St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm 

Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am 
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on 

Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be 

recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.          
 

The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass and 

Thursday and Saturday before Mass at 9.30am  

in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in  

St. Francis Xavier’s 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass 

until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at 

St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on 

Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s 

after Mass until 11am 

http://9.40am.in/


Foodbank: The Food Bank collections for St. Margaret’s 

and St. Paul’s parishes are taken on the 1st Weekend each 

month. 

Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing       

generosity towards your parish community through 

the weekly collection. The offerings last weekend 

were: St. Margaret’s - £986.67; St. Paul’s - £621.09; 

St. Francis Xavier’s - £178.50. 

20-40 Network Events:  Aged 20-40? Would you 

like to meet some fellow young Catholics? We are 

going to Laser Station at Soar, Braehead on 14th July 

at 7:15pm. Ticket sales close 29th June. Just 

email 2040network@gmail.com to buy a £12 ticket 

or join our mailing list to find out about future events 

if you can’t make this one. 

Diocesan Holy Land Pilgrimage: The next            

pilgrimage to the Holy Land will take place from  

October 15th to 22nd later this year. The cost is £1,299 

based on two people sharing and booking forms are 

now available in the Sacristy. 75% of the reserved 

places have now been booked – so if you are thinking 

about coming then you better book soon! 

Peter’s Pence Special Collection: On the weekend 

nearest the Solemnity of Sts. Peter & Paul we are 

asked to have a special collection for “Peter’s Pence”. 

This is the charity fund for the sole use of the Holy 

Father to fund any charitable endeavours he sees fit. 

We will take up this collection next weekend – June 

30th/July 1st. 

Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul: Friday June 29th is 

a Holyday of Obligation and Mass will be celebrated 

in each of the 3 churches at 10 a.m. On the evening   

before, June 28th, there will be a Vigil Mass in         

St. Margaret’s at 7 p.m. The Vigil will be the only  

evening Mass - there will be NO Mass on the     

Friday evening. 

Discerning a vocation to the Priesthood or Permanent 

Diaconate? God is calling people to serve the Church in 

Galloway as ordained ministers. The task we have, every 

one of us, is to encourage people to hear and respond to this 

call. If you think someone has a vocation to the Priesthood 

or Permanent Diaconate why not approach them gently and 

speak with them about it? 

Annual Mission Appeal: Each year every parish becomes 

the host parish for one weekend to a religious Order or 

Congregation. This year, coincidentally, it is the turn of our 

parishes to host the Spiritans (Holy Ghost Fathers) – but 

don’t worry there will be another priest coming and Fr.  

Gabriel is not going to get landed with doing the Appeal 

too! The purpose of the Appeal is to share a little with us of 

the work of the Spiritans and to offer us the opportunity to 

contribute to that work by our prayers and by the special 

collection taken that weekend. The Appeal will take place 

on the weekend of July 7th/8th. Friends of the Holy Land:  We will have a buffet 

supper dance on Friday 20th July in St. Margaret’s 

Church Hall in aid of the Friends of the Holy Land.  

Tickets £10.  Bring your own bottle! Unwanted gifts 

for the raffle would be much appreciated. 

‘Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief’: The Rotary Clubs 

of South Ayrshire in association with this charity and the 

Ayrshire Hospice have arranged an informative and light-

hearted afternoon in Ayr Town Hall on Friday July 13th 

from 1.30 pm to 3.30 pm to look at some of the issues    

surrounding death. The event will be hosted by the Rev. 

Fraser Aitken and registering in advance is essential. A   

leaflet with further details and information on how to book 

is available at the back of all the churches. 

Ordination to the Permanent Diaconate: Robert Mackie 

(Maybole) will be ordained by Bishop Nolan as a            

Permanent Deacon in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 12 noon 

on Saturday June 30th. All welcome. (Please note that this 

will be the parish Mass that morning – there will be NO 10 

am Mass) 

Family Fun Day:  A family fun day for all three parishes 

will be held in St. Paul’s Hall on Sunday 1st July after 

Mass.  There  will be a BBQ, bouncy castle,  fun & games.  

Donations for raffle prizes would be appreciated. Funds 

raised will go to Youth for Lourdes. 

Annual Pilgrimage to Scalan : Sunday 1st July 2018:  

The annual Mass at Scalan takes place on Sunday 1st 

July at 4.00pm. The homilist is the Rt. Rev. William 

Nolan, Bishop of Galloway. Scalan is signposted on 

the B9008 (Tomintoul - Dufftown) at Auchnarrow. 

AB37 9JS is the most local postcode. Cars and mini-

buses can park close to Scalan. Coach parties have a 

mile to walk but car drivers will happily give lifts to 

walking pilgrim. 
The Scalan website is at www.scalan.net  

Scalan is on Facebook  www.facebook.com/1716Scalan1799  

Gas and Electric Safety Checks: You may notice some 

activity around all of our church buildings, halls and houses 

– gas and electricity safety checks are some years out of 

date and need to be completed for safety and insurance   

purposes. 

mailto:2040network@gmail.com
http://www.scalan.net/
http://www.facebook.com/1716Scalan1799


Art Club: The group meet in the hall on Monday at 1.30 p.m. - 3.30 p. m.  New members welcome. 
 

 

Mother & Toddler Group:  The group meet on Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the hall.    
 

 

Tea/Coffee:  In the hall after Sunday morning Mass. 

St. John’s Primary School Valedictory Mass: This will take place on Tuesday June 26th at 10 am. All welcome. 

St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please contact 

Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything related to the Hall. 

SVP Meeting:  Monday  at 6 p.m. in the church hall. New members very welcome. 
 

 

Tea/Coffee:  In the hall after Sunday morning Mass. 
 

200 Club Draw: £30 I Mullan, £20 W Gillespie, £10 A Haran.  Could Mr Gillespie please contact Angela 07786965347. 

Service of the Word and Holy Communion: There will be a Service of the Word and Holy Communion on 

Wednesday morning of this week. 

Saint Francis Xavier’s 

Saint Margaret’s         

Saint Paul’s 

Fr. David’s Mass intentions for this week are:  

Monday – Special intention; Tuesday – Kate O’Rourke; Wednesday – Ted Brophy; Thursday – Ian Drury;  

Friday – Ann Williams; Saturday 6 p.m. – Special intention; Sunday 9.30 a.m. – for the parishes. 
 

Fr. Gabriel’s Mass intentions for this week are:  

Monday – Kevin Lappin; Tuesday – Thomas Rooney; Wednesday – Special intention; Thursday – Special intention;  

Friday – Special intention; Saturday 4 p.m. – Special intention; Sunday 11.30a.m. – Special intention. 

SVDP  

Visit requests: Please place your requests for visits to the home/hospital in the box at the back of the Church, please 

also include the name and contact details of a relative/friend. If you require the assistance of the SVDP please contact 

07722 707076. 

Advanced Warning of A713 Road Closures 

affecting access to St. Francis Xavier’s Church, Waterside 

The A713 between Dalmellington and Ayr is to be closed on the weekends of July 14th/15th, July 21st/22nd, July 28th/29th, 

and August 4th/5th and will affect those who travel to St. Francis Xavier’s Church for Mass on Saturday afternoons. 

 
July 14th: Closed from Dalmellington to Minnivey – no access to the Church from the Dalmellington side without 

using the diversion via Cumnock. 

 
July 21st: Closed from Patna to Hollybush – no access to the Church from the Ayr side without using the          

diversion via Coylton and Coalhall. 

 
July 28th/Aug 4th: Closed between the B7034 and B742 Dalrymple junctions – no access to the Church from the Ayr side 

without using the diversion via Dalrymple. 



Words of Pope Francis 

At the General Audience on Wednesday June 20th the Holy Father began a new series of 

catechesis on the Ten Commandments: 

Dear brothers and sisters: In our catechesis on the commandments, we have seen that   

Jesus, God’s incarnate Word, came not to abolish but to fulfil the Law. God’s                 

commandments are part of his ongoing covenantal dialogue with his people; indeed, in 

Hebrew, the ten commandments are called God’s ten “words”. As “words”, they are not so much orders to be obeyed 

but an invitation to shape our lives in a loving relationship with the Father, through the Son and in the Holy Spirit. God 

is not – as the Tempter would have us believe – a despot demanding blind obedience, but a Father concerned for the 

welfare of his children. Thanks to the gift of the Spirit, we are able freely to accept and obey God’s law as the path to 

authentic human fulfilment. In our lives as Christians, we are called to pass from the letter of the Law to the freedom of 

the Spirit. In all our words and actions, may we show that obedience to the law of Christ is no mere legalism, but a   

response of filial love for God and confident trust in his saving plan for our world. 

The Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
 

Isaiah 49: 1-6  Acts 13: 22-26  Luke 1: 57-66.80 

 

Only three people have their birthday’s celebrated with feasts, the others being Jesus and his mother Mary. This child 

was given his name by God. Zechariah, his father who was struck dumb since his encounter with the angel Gabriel in 

the Temple, and his initial refusal to accept he and his wife Elizabeth will finally have a child, redeems himself now 

by writing down ‘his name will be John’. Having proclaimed God’s word (wish), Zachariah has his power of speech 

returned. 

 

The power of speech is a very powerful thing, having the power to build up, to affirm, to encourage, to show love; but 

it can also be very destructive - knocking-down, belittling, abusing and gossiping. We need to always be aware of the 

force we carry in our words. How many of us can still remember the words of someone of influence in our lives 

saying “he/she will not amount to much” even after many years? So we need to be conscious of what we say. 

 

This is so true for a person of faith, a faith rooted in the Gospel of love, a faith which is at the centre not only of what 

we do but also of what we say. Words which do not reflect Gospel values not only betray our innermost thoughts but 

sow seeds of confusion in others – “I thought he/she was a Christian?” By their words you shall know them! 

Sponsorship for Cancer Research: Our parishioner         

Dr. Allan McNeil ran the  Glasgow 10k in aid of Cancer  

Research UK last weekend and would like to thank      

everyone who so generously sponsored him. Allan raised 

around £500 for his nominated charity. Well done! 


