
21st/22nd April 2018 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter  in Year ‘B’ 
 

Readings 
                     Acts 4: 8-12     1 John 3: 1-2   

John 10: 11-18 

 

Psalm Response 

The stone which the builders rejected  

has become the corner stone. 

Parishes of the R C Diocese of Galloway - 
Registered Charity No. SCO10576 

Parish Bulletin 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son, our Lord, 

(all bow) 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

 

suffered under Pontius Pilate; 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day 

he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand 

of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

Times of Mass and Services 

23rd April—29th April 
 

Monday 

Mass in St Paul’s at 10am    

Tuesday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Wednesday  

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am   

Thursday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Friday 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am 

Saturday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

 

SUNDAY MASSES  
 

Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm and 

St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm 

Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am 
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on 

Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be 

recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.                        
 

The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass and 

Thursday and Saturday before Mass at 9.30am  

in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in  

St. Francis Xavier’s 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass 

until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at 

St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on 

Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s 

after Mass until 11am 

http://9.40am.in/


Foodbank: The Food Bank collections for  St. Margaret’s 

and St. Paul’s parishes are taken on the 1st Weekend each 

month. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: If you need the              

assistance of the St Vincent de Paul Society please phone 

07722 707076.  Please place your requests for visits to the 

home/hospital in the box at the back of the Church, please 

also include the name and contact details of a relative/

friend. 

Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing       

generosity towards your parish community through 

the weekly collection. The offerings on 7th  were:   

St. Margaret’s - £2023.69; St. Paul’s - £1173.59;     

St. Francis Xavier’s - £136.50. The offerings on 15th 

were: St. Margaret’s - £1082.30; St. Paul’s - £587.60; 

St. Francis Xavier’s - £180.10.  

Standing orders Jan– Mar: St. Margaret’s - £7142.00 

Standing orders Jan-Mar: St. Paul’s - £3042.00 

Bethlehem Rosaries for World Youth Day 2019: 

1.5 million rosaries are being produced in Bethlehem 

for the World Youth Day in Panama, giving          

employment to unemployed youth in the family      

factories in the town. Everyone who attends World 

Youth Day will be given three rosaries: one to keep, 

one to give to someone in Panama who was not at 

WYD, and one to bring home to give to someone 

else. The organisers have produced a video to raise 

awareness of this wonderful venture and to encourage 

people to donate to the cost. The video is available to 

watch on Youtube:  

https://www.cmc-terrasanta.org/embed/wyd-panama-

1-5-million-rosaries-made-in-bethlehem-14416 

The Creed: During the Season of Easter we will   

continue to recite the ancient Apostle’s Creed during 

Mass.  

Diocesan Holy Land Pilgrimage: The next            

pilgrimage to the Holy Land will take place from  

October 15th to 22nd later this year. The cost is £1,299 

based on two people sharing and booking forms are 

now available in the Sacristy. Book early to avoid 

disappointment! 

Rosary on the Coast for Life: On Sunday April 29th there 

will be groups of Christians gathering on the coast all 

around the UK to pray together the Rosary for Life. We 

will hold such a gathering on Doonfoot beach that after-

noon. I encourage as many of you as possible to take part. 

We can meet at the Cathedral at 2 p.m. and then make our 

way down to the beach to pray at 3 p.m. If you have space 

in your car to transport others down and back that would be 

a great help. There will be a cuppa in the Cathedral Hall on 

our return. 

Fr. David’s Mass intentions for this week are: 

 Monday – Special Intention;  

Tuesday – Linda Rennie;  

Wednesday – Alex and Teresa Borland;  

Thursday – Sandra Miller;  

Friday – Bridget Waterson;  

Saturday 6 p.m. – Janet Lumsden;  

Sunday 9.30 a.m. – for the parishes. 

 

Fr. Gabriel’s Mass intentions for this week are:  

Monday – Special Intention;  

Tuesday – John O’Neil;  

Wednesday – Netta Carnegie;  

Thursday – Teresa Borland;  

Friday – Tommy Gormanley;  

Saturday 4 p.m. – Cecilia McConnell;  

Sunday 11.30 a.m. – Hannah Lumsden. 

Solemn Evening Prayer of the Church: Our Evening 

Prayer for Eastertime will take place in the Cathedral      

tonight (22nd) at 6 p.m. All are encouraged to come along if 

they can. 

Discerning a vocation to the Priesthood or Permanent 

Diaconate? God is calling people to serve the Church in 

Galloway as ordained ministers. The task we have, every 

one of us, is to encourage people to hear and respond to this 

call. If you think someone has a vocation to the Priesthood 

or Permanent Diaconate why not approach them gently and 

speak with them about it? 

 

 
SCIAF Wee Boxes:  If you have not already returned your 

wee boxes could we ask that they are returned by            

29th April at the latest. Thank you. 

Collection Envelopes: Could I ask you not to use last years 

envelopes in the collection as some numbers have been 

changed for the new tax year which started on 8th April.  

Thank you. 

If you are a UK tax payer and wish to join the Gift Aid 

Scheme  please complete a form at the back of the church 

and return it to the parish office where a set of envelopes 

will be allocated to you. 

https://www.cmc-terrasanta.org/embed/wyd-panama-1-5-million-rosaries-made-in-bethlehem-14416
https://www.cmc-terrasanta.org/embed/wyd-panama-1-5-million-rosaries-made-in-bethlehem-14416


Art Club: The group meet in the hall on Monday at 1.30 p.m. - 3.30 p. m.  New members welcome. 
 

 

Mother & Toddler Group:  The group meet on Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the hall.    
 

 

Tuesday Club: The group meet on Tuesday in the hall at 2 p.m.  New members welcome.   
 

 

Tea/Coffee:  In the hall after Sunday morning Mass. 

 

St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please contact 

Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything related to the Hall. 
 

Mile of Coins: 50% for SCIAF and local charities, 50% to parish improvements. Last week we added  £51.10– 1.42 

yards.  599.41 yards to go. 

Thank you:  Robert wishes to thank everyone who gave him cards and gifts when he was received into the Church at 

the Easter Vigil. 

Service of the Word and Holy Communion: On Wednesday morning at 10 a.m. 

Saint Francis Xavier’s 

Saint Margaret’s         

Saint Paul’s 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4: 8-12  1 John 3: 1-2  John 10: 11-18 

What was Jesus’ vocation in life? Today’s Gospel and all the Gospel passages help us to answer that question. How did Jesus 

know of His vocation, how did He come to know of His Father’s will? Jesus was divine, He knew what His Father was to ask of 

Him. I often ask what does the Father want me to do with the life He has given me. The answers are not always clear. I get 

confused, I have my doubts. Yes, I have anxieties. It was different for Jesus – or was it! I love the intimacy of Jesus and His 

Father. I love the times when I hear that Jesus goes alone to pray. I love that because I can identify myself with Jesus, I suppose 

that as Jesus journeyed through His life He too experienced difficulty. 

Upon reflection, Jesus and I are not that separate in identifying our vocations and saying yes to the Father’s will. I draw strength 

from knowing that I am a unique creation in God’s hands. There will never exist anyone like me from the beginning of time to its 

end. So too I have a unique purpose in life. I may come to glimpse God’s creative plan for me, or I may not. I am sure that I have 

purpose and that the Father will use me as His instrument. 

Whether I see it or not, I do know that I must not allow myself to feel unworthy. I am worthy of God’s calling. For some of us, we 

can see God’s plan in our lives: a commitment in marriage; to lead a particular way of life in caring for the sick; teaching our 

children, or in service at God’s table; in proclaiming the Word of God; as a religious sister, brother or priest. With reflection and 

prayer I discern God’s call. In openness we offer our very selves. The opposite may be to say this is the honourable thing to do, 

when deep down within you know it is not right – to do so is to do violence to yourself. God wants what is good for you. In the 

Father’s desire for us all, he want us to be whole and holy, fully human, a creation of love that communicates God’s love. It is our 

daily duty to talk and pray openly with our Father to sustain our calling: the very way in which Jesus found comfort in the 

Father’s guidance. 

Thank you 
 
On behalf of my sisters Ann and Lucy could I thank you for all the wonderful Mass Cards and Sympathy Cards, and the 

many little messages written therein, received when our dear mum died recently – they have all been a great source of 

strength and comfort to us. So too was the attendance of so many of you at the evening Reception and the funeral Mass 

in St. Quivox Church, Prestwick. I’m afraid there are too many of you to thank individually so I will offer a Mass of 

Thanksgiving for you all as a small gesture of my deep appreciation. Thank you all, and please continue to pray for the 

dead and all those who are mourning. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, 

may they rest in peace. Amen. Fr. David. 



 

Words of Pope Francis 

At the General Audience on Wednesday April 11th the Holy Father began a new 

catechesis on the Sacrament of Baptism, a catechesis which he then continued 

on Wednesday April 18th: 

Dear brothers and sisters: The 50 days of the liturgical Easter Time are          

propitious for reflecting on Christian life, which, by its nature, is the life which 

comes from Christ himself. We are, in fact, Christians to the extent that we allow Jesus Christ to live in us. 

Where then do we begin to rekindle this awareness if not from the beginning, from the Sacrament which ignit-

ed Christian life within us? This is Baptism. Christ’s Passover, charged with newness, reaches us through 

Baptism in order to transform us into his image: the baptized belong to Jesus Christ. He is the Lord of their 

existence. “Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1213). It is 

the first of the Sacraments, inasmuch as it is the door which allows Christ the Lord to dwell in our person and 

allows us to be immersed in his Mystery. The Greek word “to baptize” means “to immerse” (cf. ccc, 1214). 

To bathe with water is a rite common to various beliefs to express the passage from one condition to another, 

a sign of purification for a new beginning. But for us Christians it must be noted that if the body is immersed 

in water, the soul is immersed in Christ in order to receive the forgiveness of sin and to shine with divine light 

(cf. Tertullian, On the resurrection of the dead, viii, 3: ccl 2, 931; pl 2, 806). By virtue of the Holy Spirit, 

Baptism immerses us in the death and Resurrection of the Lord, drowning in the baptismal font the ‘old’    

person, dominated by sin which separates him from God, and giving birth to the new person, recreated in   

Jesus. In Him all the children of Adam are called to new life. Therefore, Baptism is a rebirth. By immersing 

us in Christ, Baptism also makes us members of his Body, which is the Church, and sharers in her mission in 

the world (cf. ccc, 1213). We baptized are not isolated: we are members of the Body of Christ. Baptism      

allows Christ to live in us and allows us to live united with him, to cooperate in the Church, each according to 

his or her condition, for the transformation of the world. Received only once, the baptismal bath illuminates 

our whole life, guiding our steps all the way to the Heavenly Jerusalem. But from antiquity, children, too, 

have been baptized in the faith of their parents (cf. Rite of Baptism for children, Introduction, 2). And I would 

like to tell you something about this. Some people think: ‘But why baptize a child who does not understand it? 

We hope that as he grows, he will understand and that he himself will request Baptism’. But this means not 

having confidence in the Holy Spirit, because when we baptize a child, the Holy Spirit enters that child, and 

the Holy Spirit cultivates in that child, from childhood, Christian values that will then flourish. This            

opportunity must always be given to everyone, to all children, to have within them the Holy Spirit who guides 

them during life. Do not forget to baptize your children! 

 

Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing catechesis on the sacrament of Baptism, we now turn to the 

words and gestures that disclose its meaning as the beginning of our new life in Christ. First, the parents are 

asked what name they give to their child. The name we receive at Baptism is a constant reminder that each of 

us is a unique person, loved by God and called to respond to that love at every moment of our lives. Born 

again by water and the Holy Spirit, we become God’s children and begin a journey of faith and growth in   

holiness in union with Jesus, the eternal Son of the Father. After promising to raise their child in the Church’s 

faith, the parents and godparents then trace the sign of the cross on his or her forehead. The mystery of the 

cross accompanies us at every moment of our lives, for now we belong to Christ and share in his passover 

from death to life. Each day, as we make the sign of the cross, may we rejoice in the grace of our baptism and 

seek to enter ever more deeply into the mystery of redemption, rebirth and eternal life bestowed by Christ our 

Saviour. 


