
3rd & 4th March 2018 
 

Third  Sunday of Lent Year B 
 

Readings 
                Exodus 20: 1-7       1 Corinthians 1: 22-25  

John 2: 13-25 

 

Psalm Response 

You, Lord, have the message of eternal life. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son, our Lord, 

(all bow) 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

 

suffered under Pontius Pilate; 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day 

he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand 

of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

Times of Mass and Services 

 4th March—11th March 
 

Monday 

Mass in St Paul’s at 10am    

Tuesday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Wednesday  

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am   

Thursday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Friday 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am 

Saturday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am 
 

 

SUNDAY MASSES  

Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm and 

St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm 

Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am 
 

 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on 

Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be 

recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.                          
 

The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass and 

Thursday and Saturday before Mass at 9.30am  

in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in  

St. Francis Xavier’s 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass 
until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at 
St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time. 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on 
Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s 

after Mass until 11am 

http://9.40am.in/


Foodbank: The Food Bank collections for  St. Margaret’s 

and St. Paul’s parishes are taken on the 1st Weekend each 

month. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: If you need the              

assistance of the St Vincent de Paul Society please phone 

07722 707076.  Please place your requests for visits to the 

home/hospital in the box at the back of the Church, please 

also include the name and contact details of a relative/

friend. 

SCIAF Sunday: Next weekend, March 10th/11th, we 

celebrate SCIAF Sunday, a day we remember all the 

great work that SCIAF does on our behalf in the    

developing world. A special collection to assist with 

this work will be held at all Masses – gift aid         

envelopes are available for all those who pay tax. 

Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing       

generosity towards your parish community through 

the weekly collection. The offerings last weekend 

were: St. Margaret’s - £1136.25; St. Paul’s - £954.89;                

St. Francis Xavier’s - £162.00.  

Diocesan Priesthood: Thinking about Diocesan Priesthood 

in 2018?  For more information please contact your         

Diocesan Vocations  Director, Fr Willie Boyd, St Mary’s, 

Irvine on 01294 279130 or email  wh.boyd@btinternet.com 

Or e-mail the Priests for Scotland Office 

at   office@pfs.org.uk  

Lenten Penitential Service: This will take place on 

Wednesday March 14th at 7 p.m. in St. Margaret’s           

Cathedral. At this Service the children who are  primary 

three age will also make their First Reconciliation. Please 

remember that this is the Lenten Penitential Service for 

everyone, there will not be a separate service for “grown-

ups”! 

Bethlehem Rosaries for World Youth Day 2019: 

1.5 million rosaries are being produced in Bethlehem 

for the World Youth Day in Panama, giving          

employment to unemployed youth in the family facto-

ries in the town. Everyone who attends World Youth 

Day will be given three rosaries: one to keep, one to 

give to someone in Panama who was not at WYD, 

and one to bring home to give to someone else. The 

organisers have produced a video to raise awareness 

of this wonderful venture and to encourage people to 

donate to the cost. The video is available to watch on 

Youtube:  

https://www.cmc-terrasanta.org/embed/wyd-panama-

1-5-million-rosaries-made-in-bethlehem-14416 

The Creed: During the Season of Lent we will recite 

the ancient Apostle’s Creed during Mass. For those of 

you who are unsure of the words they are printed on 

the front of the Newsletter. 

CATHEDRAL SUNG EVENING PRAYER FOR LENT: 

Evening Prayer of the Church will be 

sung in St Margaret's Cathedral, Ayr on Sunday, 18th 

March at 6 p.m. You will be very welcome.  

Diocesan Holy Land Pilgrimage: The next           

pilgrimage to the Holy Land will take place from  

October 15th to 22nd later this year. The cost is £1,299 

based on two people sharing and booking forms will 

be available in the next two weeks. 

Mothers Day: For those of us who are blessed to still 

have out mother with us, next Sunday is Mothers 

Day. 

Rosary on the Coast for Life: On Sunday April 29th there 

will be groups of Christians gathering on the coast all 

around the UK to pray together the Rosary for Life. We 

will hold such a gathering on Doonfoot beach that after-

noon. I encourage as many of you as possible to take part. 

We can meet at the Cathedral at 2 p.m. and then make our 

way down to the beach to pray at 3 p.m. If you have space 

in your car to transport others down and back that would be 

a great help. There will be a cuppa in the Cathedral Hall on 

our return. 

Parish Safeguarding: Our parishes Safeguarding Team, led by Mrs Lynsey May, are in the process of      

reviewing and renewing ALL parish volunteers whose ministry gives them contact with children or           

vulnerable adults. They have  discovered that a number of people who are fulfilling these ministries have not 

completed the necessary PVG process or taken part in Level 1 training – and they MUST NOW DO SO!!! 

The Safeguarding laws in Scotland changed  recently and the parish priest is now criminally liable if a       

volunteer is ministering without having done the necessary checks and training – and I am not prepared to go 

to prison for any of you! Lynsey has my full authority, and that of the Bishop, to approach any volunteer and 

insist that everyone complies with the law. I understand a few of you are  unhappy with this, but anyone who 

has not gone through the PVG process, or who is unwilling to take part in the required training,             

MUST WITHDRAW FROM THEIR MINISTRY WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT. 

mailto:wh.boyd@btinternet.com
mailto:office@pfs.org.uk
https://www.cmc-terrasanta.org/embed/wyd-panama-1-5-million-rosaries-made-in-bethlehem-14416
https://www.cmc-terrasanta.org/embed/wyd-panama-1-5-million-rosaries-made-in-bethlehem-14416


Stations of the Cross: During the season of Lent we will walk the Way of the Cross on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. 

If you would like to lead any of these services then please call the parish office on 263488. 
 

Art Club: The group meet in the hall on Monday at 1.30 p.m. - 3.30 p. m.  New members welcome. 
 

 

Mother & Toddler Group:  The group meet on Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the hall.    
 

 

Tuesday Club: The group meet on Tuesday in the hall at 2 p.m.  New members welcome.   
 

 

Tea/Coffee:  In the hall after Sunday morning Mass. 
 

 

Readers/Eucharistic Ministers: The availability sheet for Holy Week and Easter is available in the Sacristy. 

Stations of the Cross: During the season of Lent we will walk the Way of the Cross on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. If 

you would like to lead any of these services then please call the parish office on 263488. 
 

Short-cut: Could we ask those who use the short-cut via the back garden of the house to come and go from the 

Cathedral to please make sure the gates are securely closed behind you – Fr David now has a dog who may decide to go 

exploring if you don’t do so!!! If the double metal gates are closed you can still access the garden through them – they 

are not locked. 
 

St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please contact 

Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything related to the Hall. 
 

Mile of Coins: 50% for SCIAF and local charities, 50% to parish improvements. Last week we added  £54.00– 1.50 

yards.  604.94 yards to go. 

Tea/Coffee:  In the hall after Sunday morning Mass. 
 

Readers/Eucharistic Ministers: The availability sheet for Holy Week and Easter is available in the Sacristy. 
 

SVP:  Meeting on Monday 5th March at 6 p.m. in St Margaret’s Hall. 
 

SVP Coffee Morning: A coffee morning and tombola will be held after Mass on Sunday 18th March in the hall.  If you 

have any unwanted gifts that could be used for the tombola please hand them into the hall. Tickets £2.50 available after 

Mass. 

Service of the Word and Holy Communion: In the Church on Wednesday at 10 a.m. 

Stations of the Cross: During the season of Lent we will walk the Way of the Cross after the Wednesday morning 

Service. 

Holy Rosary: The Holy Rosary is recited in the Church on Friday mornings at 10 a.m.  

Saint Francis Xavier’s 

Saint Margaret’s         

Saint Paul’s 

 

Fr. David’s Mass intentions this coming week are:  

Monday – Sandra Miller;  

Tuesday – Special intention;  

Wednesday – Grace Glenroy;  

Thursday – Bridget Waterson;  

Friday – Special intention;  

Saturday 4 p.m. – Sandra Miller;  

Saturday 6 p.m. - special intention;  

Sunday 9.30 a.m.  – for the parishes;  

Sunday 11.30 a.m. – special intention. 



Third Sunday of Lent in Year ‘B’ 

Exodus 20: 1-7  1 Corinthians 1: 22-25  John 2: 13-25 

This week we have the Old Testament reading from Exodus on the Ten Commandments. The two great 

commandments are commandments of love – ‘love of God, love your neighbour as yourself’. The Ten 

Commandments merely emphasis these two. 

Commandments one to three are on relationships with God, the rest are on relationships with our neighbour. God’s 

covenant and God’s law are both expressions of his love. If we accept his law and his love our lives are changed and 

we prove our love for him by keeping his law. Later Jesus says, ‘If you love me, keep my commandments’. 

Forgiveness: This is a whole area of love for us and shown so greatly and generously in God’s patience with those 

who broke his commandments. Often it is only through forgiveness that we can move forward into reconciliation and 

peace - an ‘armed truce’ or a ‘ceasefire’ is not enough! If this is an area that needs to be addressed in your life then 

please tackle it, and spread it into the lives of those who surround you. This takes humility, patience and forgiveness. 

Try! 

Peace: God’s covenant of love is always the gateway to peace. It must also be a solid foundation of peace. You and I 

must pledge ourselves to be positive in working for justice and peace throughout our own lives and throughout the 

world. Think of the dreadful situations in the Middle East, the Ukraine, Nigeria, Syria and in many other parts of the 

world. Pray, pray, pray. 

Words of Pope Francis 

At the General Audience on Wednesday February 28th the Holy Father continued his 

catechesis on the Mass: 

Dear brothers and sisters: In our catechesis on the Mass, we now turn from the      

Liturgy of the Word to the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  Following the Lord’s command 

at the Last Supper to “do this in memory of me”, the Church at every Mass makes 

sacramentally present the sacrifice of the New Covenant sealed by Jesus on the altar 

of the cross.  The Liturgy of the Eucharist begins with the Preparation of the Gifts of bread and wine which will then be 

consecrated in the Eucharistic Prayer and received by the faithful in Holy Communion.  The rite of the Preparation of 

the Gifts invites us to present our own lives as a spiritual offering together with the gifts we bring to the altar.  The 

Prayer which concludes this rite voices our confidence that the Church’s offering will be transformed by the Holy Spirit 

and become a sacrifice pleasing to the Father, in union with the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.  At every Mass, may we 

experience the Preparation of the Gifts as an invitation to offer our lives completely to the Lord, in order to receive 

from him the grace to live ever more fully our vocation to grow in holiness and to serve the coming of his Kingdom. 

Thank you 
Your worst nightmare has come true – I’m back!!! I got the go-ahead from my GP this week for a “phased” return to 

work and I am delighted, although I am going to be sensible and won’t be doing everything straight away. So many 

people need to be thanked for their help over these last five months, but I’m not going to embarrass individuals by  

naming them, suffice to say I am indebted to bishops, priests, deacons and many lay people for their prayers, love,   

support, encouragement and practical help during this time. What has been really heartening has been the way so many 

of you have taken responsibility for running things and ‘just got on with it’ – something I pray will now continue. 

Keep doing what you’ve been doing! Thanks again, and I promise I pray for you all every day, please keep praying for 

me. P.S. I’ve not preached publicly since the beginning of October, so God help you all when I get the chance!!!               

Fr. David xxx 


