
9th/10th December 2017 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent - Year B 
 

 Readings 

Isaiah 40:1-5.9-11    2 Peter 3: 8-14 

Mark 1: 1-8 

Psalm Response 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy 

and give us your saving help. 
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Parish Bulletin 

The Nicene Creed: 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
 

(all bow) 
 

and by the Holy Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Times of Mass and Services 

11th December - 17th December 
 

Monday 

Mass  in St. Paul’s at 10am  

Tuesday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Wednesday  

Mass at St. Paul’s at 10am 

Thursday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Friday 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am (Funeral) 

Saturday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am (Funeral) 
 

SUNDAY MASSES  

Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm 

and St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm 

Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am 
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on 

Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be 

recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.                                 

 

The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass and 

Thursday and Saturday before Mass at 9.30am  

in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in  

St. Francis Xavier’s 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass 
until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at 
St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time. 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on 
Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s 

after Mass until 11am 

http://9.40am.in/


Foodbank: The Food Bank collections for                

St. Margaret’s and St. Paul’s parishes are taken on the 

1st Weekend each month. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: If you need the              

assistance of the St Vincent de Paul Society please phone 

07722 707076.  Please place your requests for visits to the 

home/hospital in the box at the back of the Church, please 

also include the name and contact details of a relative/

friend. 

Youth for Lourdes Festive Family Viewing: The YFL 

group will be showing Polar Express in St. Quivox Church 

Hall on Saturday 16th December at 2 p.m.  Tickets are: 

Family £10, Adults £3.50,    Children and Concessions £2.  

Food will be provided.  If you would like to book tickets 

please contact  Meghan Hamilton 07932 731519. 

Fr David: Fr David is absent from the parish but 

hopes to be back soon. Please keep him in your    

prayers. In the meantime please contact Deacon Bill 

on 521208 if you need to contact the clergy, or for 

parish business please call Angela in the parish office 

on Tuesday, Thursday or Friday between 10am and      

12 noon. 

Carol Singers: SPRED are looking for Carol Singers 

or ‘Bucket Shakers’ to assist with fundraising on 

Thursday 14th of   December 11am-2pm in Ayr     

Central Shopping Centre. Please come along if you 

can help.  

Fr. David’s Mass intentions this coming week are:  

Monday – Bob Watson;  

Tuesday – Jimmy Moir;  

Wednesday – Molly Tait;  

Thursday  – Special intention;   

Friday – Joe Miller;  

Saturday   – Ron Harding;  

Sunday  – for the parishes.  
 

Even though Fr David will not be in the parish this 

week he will celebrate Mass each day. 

Advent Penitential Service: Our 

Advent Penitential Service will take 

place on  Monday 11th December 

in St. Paul’s Church at 7 p.m. 

Please note this is the Penitential 

Service for St. Margaret’s, St. 

Paul’s and  St. Francis Xavier’s. 

Annual Diocesan Candlelight Carol Service: This 

wonderful event will take place at 7.30 p.m. on 

Wednesday   December 20th. The choir have been 

practising hard for many weeks for this highlight of 

our diocesan year. Tea, coffee and mince pies in the 

hall  afterwards.  All are welcome. 

Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing       

generosity towards your parish community through the 

weekly collection. The offerings last weekend were:          

St. Margaret’s - £1114.64; St. Paul’s - £696.00;                

St. Francis Xavier’s - £152.20.  

Christian Aid Group:  The Christian Aid Group would 

like you to join them today (Sunday) for Carol Singing at 

Ayr Central 2.00-4.00 pm -always good fun. All money 

raised will be doubled by U.K Govt. 

St. John’s Primary School Nativity Play:  The school’s 

Nativity Play will be performed in St. Margaret’s Cathedral 

on Tuesday 12th December at 6 p.m. and again on      

Wednesday 13th December at 10.30 a.m.  

‘Nine Lessons and Carols’: Holy Trinity Episcopal 

Church, Ayr, are holding their annual service of 'Nine 

Lessons and Carols' on Friday 22nd December at 

7:30om. All are welcome. 

Advent Calendars: Every Christian family should 

have an Advent Calendar in their home as a means of 

reminding themselves of the importance of the      

season. The South Ayrshire Foodbank have once 

again produced an Advent Calendar which helps us to 

focus on the needs of others during this time. Copies 

of this Advent Calendar are freely available at the 

back of the Church if you would like to take one 

home with you. 

Discerning a vocation to the Priesthood or  Permanent 

Diaconate? God is calling people to serve the Church in 

Galloway as ordained ministers. The task we have, every 

one of us, is to encourage people to hear and respond to this 

call. If you think someone has a vocation to the Priesthood 

or Permanent Diaconate why not approach them gently and 

speak with them about it? 



 

John McAtameny R.I.P.: Please pray for the repose of the soul of John McAtameny who died recently. John’s body 

will be brought to the church on Thursday at 6.30 p.m.  and the funeral Mass will be on Friday at 10 a.m., thereafter to 

Masonhill Crematorium.  May he rest in peace.  

Liam McColgan R.I.P.: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Liam McColgan who died recently.  Liam’s funeral 

Mass will be on Saturday at 10 a.m., thereafter to Ayr Cemetery. 

Mother & Toddler Group: The Mother & Toddler group meet in the hall on Tuesday at 10.30am. 
 

 

Children’s Liturgy: We now have only two volunteers to do this ministry. Unfortunately, if nobody can help with  this 

it will mean we can no longer provide a children's liturgy for the parish. Most families have found this to be a good 

experience for children and volunteers who have done it in the past have found it enjoyable and by no means onerous.  

It would be a great pity to lose such a meaningful part of our mass for children and I hope there may be some parents, 

carers or grandparents who may like to help.   

 

Tea/Coffee: Tea and coffee is available in the hall after Mass. 

St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please contact 

Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything related to the Hall. 
 

Friends of the Holy Land: Next Sunday 17th December we will have a Tombola in the hall to raise money for Friends 

of the Holy Land.  Please support this very worthwhile cause. 
 

Mile of Coins: 50% for SCIAF and local charities, 50% to parish improvements. Last week we added  £45.10– 

1.25yards.  621.40 yards to go. 

Readers/Eucharistic Ministers: The new rota is available in the Sacristy. 

Service of the Word and Holy Communion: In the Church on Wednesday at 10 a.m. 
 

Holy Rosary: The Holy Rosary will be recited in the Church on Friday mornings at 10 a.m. 
 

Christmas Fair: St. Xavier’s Primary School are having a Christmas Fair/Coffee Afternoon in the school hall on 

Tuesday 12th December at 1.30 p.m.  All are welcome to attend.  See poster on notice board for more information. 

Saint Francis Xavier’s 

Saint Margaret’s         

Saint Paul’s 

2017 Christmas Mass Schedule 

Saturday December 23rd   4th Sunday of Advent 

                      4 p.m.  Sunday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s, Waterside 

                      6 p.m.    Sunday Vigil Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr 

 

Sunday December 24th 4th Sunday of Advent / Christmas Eve 

  9.30 a.m.   Sunday Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr 

  11.30 a.m.   Sunday Mass in St. Paul’s, Ayr 

 

  6 p.m.    Vigil Mass of Christmas in St. Paul’s, Ayr 

  8.30 p.m.   Vigil Mass of Christmas in St. Francis Xavier’s, Waterside 

  11.30 p.m.   Midnight Mass of the Nativity, St. Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr 

Monday December 25thChristmas Day 

  9.30 a.m.   Christmas Day Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr 

  11.30 a.m.   Christmas Day Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral, Ayr 



A massive THANK YOU to everyone who contributed in any way to our Holy Land Appeal 2017 

asking for over-the-counter medicines for the Palestinian Christians in Bethlehem and the        

surrounding  villages - your response has been incredibly generous as you will see from the    

photographs. As well as all the medications some of you also handed in cash, including a very 

generous donation from St. Francis   Xavier's SSVP. As many of the donations that can be carried 

by three people will be taken out to Bethlehem at the beginning of January, the rest will be taken 

later in the year - all will reach their proper destination. 

The reason for this Appeal was that, while most of these medicines are available to buy in     

Bethlehem and the West Bank, the Palestinian Christians cannot afford to buy them. Due to the 

presence of the Israeli concrete wall completely surrounding the City of Bethlehem and the whole 

of the West Bank, and the movement and trading restrictions imposed on the Palestinians,        

unemployment is very high and incomes are therefore very low. 

Your wonderful donations will be distributed to those most in need by the Bethlehem Welfare 

Committee, a local committee of volunteer Palestinian Christians who live in Bethlehem and its 

surrounding villages, and who know the needs of the local community and are therefore best 

placed to ensure that your  generosity is used in the most effective way possible. Fr David has had 

connections with this Committee for a number of years and so has every confidence in the work 

that they do. 

Thank you once again for your great response to this Appeal, and Fr. David will offer Mass for 

your intentions while in Bethlehem. God bless you and your loved ones. 


