
25th/26th November 2017 
 

The Solemnity of Christ the King 
 

 Readings 

Ezekiel 34: 11-12.15-17 I Corinthians 15: 20-26.28   

Matthew 25: 31-46                                                                           

Psalm Response 

The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 
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Parish Bulletin 

The Nicene Creed: 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
 

(all bow) 
 

and by the Holy Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Times of Mass and Services 

27th November - 3rd December 
 

Monday 

Mass  in St. Paul’s at 10am  

Tuesday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Wednesday  

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am (Funeral) 

Mass at St. Paul’s at 10am 

Thursday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Friday 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am  

Saturday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am 

 

SUNDAY MASSES  

Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm 

and St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm 

Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am 
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on 

Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be 

recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.                                 

 

The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass and 

Thursday and Saturday before Mass at 9.30am  

in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in  

St. Francis Xavier’s 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass 
until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at 
St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time. 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on 
Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s 

after Mass until 11am 

http://9.40am.in/


Foodbank: The Food Bank collections for   St. Margaret’s 

and St. Paul’s parishes are taken on the 1st Weekend each 

month. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: If you need the              

assistance of the St Vincent de Paul Society please phone 

07722 707076.  Please place your requests for visits to the 

home/hospital in the box at the back of the Church, please 

also include the name and contact details of a relative/

friend. 

Youth for Lourdes Festive Family Viewing: The 

YFL group will be showing Polar Express in            

St. Quivox Church Hall on Saturday 16th December 

at 2 p.m.  Tickets are: Family £10, Adults £3.50,    

Children and Concessions £2.  Food will be provided.  

If you would like to book tickets please contact      

Meghan Hamilton 07932 731519. 

Fr David: Fr David is absent from the parish but 

hopes to be back soon. Please keep him in your    

prayers. In the meantime please contact Deacon Bill 

on 521208 if you need to contact the clergy, or for 

parish business please call Angela in the parish office 

on Tuesday, Thursday or Friday between 10am and      

12 noon. 

SPRED: In each of our Ayr SPRED groups is a parishioner 

who has special needs waiting for a volunteer to partner 

them in the group. Could YOU give a Monday or 

a Thursday evening in term time to take part in SPRED? 

Please contact the SPRED office on 263196 or email 

spredgalloway@talktalk.net for more information.  Thank 

you, Sr. Kathleen 

November Lists: Sheets and envelopes are now 

available for November, the month we pray for our 

deceased family and friends. Please return your    

completed sheet, along with your offering, to the 

Church and it will lie on the altar during the month of        

November. 

Justice and Peace Scotland – Give Me Five Campaign: The 

“Give Me Five” campaign aims to lift 30,000 children in 

Scotland out of poverty by increasing child benefit by £5 a 

week per child. While the Child Poverty (Scotland) Bill is 

welcomed, setting out as it does ambitious targets to       

eradicate child poverty in Scotland by 2030, this campaign 

seeks urgent action   now to meet the needs of the 260,000      

children living in poverty in Scotland today. Go to  

www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.uk to sign the petition. 

The Season of Advent: Advent begins next weekend 

– Sunday December 3rd! This should be a wonderful 

time of reflection for us all, a time when we can look 

back at our life of faith this year, and perhaps make 

some decisions about our life of faith next year.    

During this season the Church prepares for two things 

in her liturgy – the first part of Advent (until          

December 16th) is focused upon the second coming of 

Christ at the end of time, and the second focus (from 

December 17th) is on the coming of Christ at      

Christmas. So often in our lives this first focus is   

consumed by the second, we get so caught up in    

society’s obsession with buying food and presents, 

and so we can allow Advent to pass us by. Maybe this 

year we can immerse ourselves on the proper purpose 

of Advent and so arrive more fully prepared to      

celebrate the wonderful gift of Christmas. 

Annual Diocesan Carol Service: This wonderful event 

will take place at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday December 20th. 

The choir have been practising hard for many weeks for 

this highlight of our diocesan year. All are welcome. 

St. John’s Primary Christmas Fair: The Parent Council 

& Fundraising Group have organised a Christmas Fair on 

Friday 1st December from 3.15 p.m. - 6 p.m. in the school 

hall.  See posters for more information.  Please try to     

support this fundraising event. 

Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing       

generosity towards your parish community through the 

weekly collection. The offerings last weekend were:          

St. Margaret’s - £1138.12; St. Paul’s - £700.15;                

St. Francis Xavier’s - £230.00.  

Quiet Day on 2nd December: Please see flyers and 

notice boards for details and please register 

by  Sunday 26th at the latest.  

RITE OF PRESENTATION: The children who are    

preparing to receive the Sacraments of Confirmation 

(February 2018) and Holy Communion (May 2018) will 

take part in the Rite of Presentation next weekend. Please 

keep these children and their families in your prayers. 

Coffee & Chat Evening: A coffee & chat evening will be 

held in St. Margaret’s church hall on Wednesday 29th    

November at 7.30 p.m. Their will be a raffle, alternative 

bingo and zumba demonstration.  All welcome. Pay at the 

door £3.00.  Raffle and bingo extra. 

Sung Evening Prayer for Advent: Evening Prayer 

of the Church will be sung to mark the beginning of 

Advent at St Margaret's Cathedral on Sunday 3rd  

December at 6.00 pm.  All welcome.  

Advent Calendars: Every Christian family should 

have an Advent Calendar in their home as a means of 

reminding themselves of the importance of the      

season. The South Ayrshire Foodbank have once 

again produced an Advent Calendar which helps us to 

focus on the needs of others during this time. Copies 

of this Advent Calendar are freely available at the 

back of the Church if you would like to take one 

home with you. 

http://www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.uk


 

Mother & Toddler Group: The Mother & Toddler group meet in the hall on Tuesday at 10.30am. 
 

Tuesday Club:  The Tuesday Club meet in the church hall every Tuesday at 2 p.m. New members most welcome. 
 

The Christmas availability sheet for readers and ministers of the Eucharist is available in the Sacristy. Please fill 

in your availability by 3rd December.  Thank you 

 

Nora Adamson R.I.P.: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Nora Adamson who died recently. Nora’s body will be 

brought to the church on Tuesday at 6.30 p.m.  and the funeral Mass will be on Wednesday at 10 a.m., thereafter to Ayr 

Cemetery.  May she rest in peace.  

Tea/Coffee: Tea and coffee is available in the hall after Mass. 

St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please contact 

Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything related to the Hall. 
 

Weekly Social Gathering: This takes place in the Hall on Thursdays from 11.30 a.m. until 1.30 p.m. All are welcome 

to drop in. 
 

Mile of Coins: 50% for SCIAF and local charities, 50% to parish improvements. Last week we added  £65.84– 

1.83yards.  624.21 yards to go. 
 

The Christmas availability sheet for readers and ministers of the Eucharist is available in the Sacristy. Please fill 

in your availability by 3rd December.  Thank you 

Service of the Word and Holy Communion: In the Church on Wednesday at 10 a.m. 
 

Holy Rosary: The Holy Rosary will be recited in the Church on Friday mornings at 10 a.m. 
 

Christmas Fair: St. Xavier’s Primary School are having a Christmas Fair/Coffee Afternoon in the school hall on 

Tuesday 12th December at 1.30 p.m.  All are welcome to attend.  See poster on notice board for more information. 

Saint Francis Xavier’s 

Saint Margaret’s         

Saint Paul’s 

COLD & FLU 

SACHETS FOR KIDS 

THIS WEEKEND 

PLEASE 

PAIN KILLERS 

FOR KIDS  

NEXT WEEKEND 

PLEASE 



 

The Solemnity of Christ the King 

Ezekiel 34: 11-12.15-17  I Corinthians 15: 20-26.28 Matthew 25: 31-46 

This weekend we complete the Church’s year with the celebration of Christ as King, or Lord of the world. We are not particularly 

good about kings and queens in this day and age, but we are in this country still a monarchy, though in theory a democracy, a 

democracy underneath the monarchy, as it were. Christ is king in the truest sense, he came to show that he wanted to serve rather 

than being served. He does not ‘Lord it’ over us. What he asks is that we respond to his lead and his love. ‘Take up your cross and 

follow’, ‘If you love me keep my commandments’. Sometimes in the course of her history, the Church has seemed to come out in 

an authoritarian role which has driven people to a scrupulous observance of the niceties of the law, rather in the way that the 

Scribes and Pharisees seemed to have been doing in the time of Christ, and which he condemned. There have been stern and strict 

pastors alongside those who appeared to be more open and understanding of the weakness of human nature. It is important for us 

to be clear that God is God of love and compassion. He is slow to anger and full of mercy. But he is also just and needs to make 

clear to his people that it is not a case of ‘anything goes’, but literally of keeping his commandments. What are they? The law of 

the Lord of the Universe is in the two great commandments. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and all your strength, 

and love your neighbour as yourself. It is also summed up in the eight Beatitudes given by Jesus at the Sermon on the Mount 

(Matthew 5: 1-12). 

Too often we can be caught up in the ‘small print’ as it were. We do not have the boldness to write large on the canvas of history 

that God is love. We can and do sing ‘Our God Reigns’. It was taken up especially by young people at the time of the visit of John 

Paul II. It is quite one thing to sing of it and quite another to live it out. All of us share in Jesus Christ’s kingly task – but what 

does this mean? It means we must all take our own responsibility for shaping the world in the way that God wants. In the time of 

Jesus, political power was in the hand of the kings; we live in a democracy and we share in Christ’s kingly task by the fact of 

using our vote and by the way in which we use it. but it doesn’t stop there. We have all sorts of opportunities at work, as members 

of families, and in our social lives, as well as supporting organisations such as SCIAF, Mary’s Meals, tenant associations, etc., to 

do something to make the world a better place. We may not all be able to do everything, but we can all do something – and, if we 

do not, we leave the world a poorer place. I wonder whether, as we begin again the New Year of the Church with the First Sunday 

of Advent, try to make Advent a particular time of prayer and love of God, and of though for other people. 

Fr. David’s Mass intentions this coming week are:  

Monday – Tom Reilly;  

Tuesday – Ian Drury;  

Wednesday – Henry Damassa Jnr;  

Thursday  – Bob Watson;   

Friday – Agnes Galbraith;  

Saturday   – Agnes Hamilton;  

Sunday  – for the parishes.  
 

Even though Fr David will not be in the parish this 

week he will celebrate Mass each day. 

Words of Pope Francis 

At the General Audience on Wednesday November 22nd Pope Francis continued his series of catechesis 

on the Eucharist. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters:  In our continuing catechesis on the Eucharist, we now consider the Mass as 

the memorial of Christ’s passover from death to life. In the Bible, a “memorial” is more than a mere 

remembrance of a past event; it is the making present of that event, which enables us to share in its saving power. At every         

celebration of the Eucharist, Jesus pours out his mercy upon us, as he did on the cross, in order to renew our hearts, our lives and 

our entire world. In the words of the Second Vatican Council, “as often as the sacrifice of the cross is celebrated on the altar, the 

work of our redemption is carried out” (Lumen Gentium, 3). Each Sunday, we enter into Christ’s victory over sin and death and, by 

the power of the Holy Spirit, we are given a share in his very life. By making present the Lord’s paschal mystery, the Eucharist 

strengthens us to bear witness, like the martyrs of old, to his triumph over death and to love others as he does, freely giving of     

ourselves for their good. 

Red Wednesday: Thank you to everyone who came along and took part in the Red Wednesday Service, it was a lovely evening of 

prayer for Persecuted Christians and other minorities across the world. St. Margaret’s was floodlit red during the hours of darkness 

to symbolise the suffering for the faith that is still a reality in the world today. 


