
29th/30th July 2017 
 

 Readings 
 

1 Kings 3: 5.7-12 

Romans 8: 28-30 

Matthew 13: 44-52 

                                

Psalm Response 

Lord, how I love your law! 
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Parish Bulletin 

The Nicene Creed: 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
 

(all bow) 
 

and by the Holy Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Times of Mass and Services 

30th July –6th August 
 

Monday 
Mass  in St. Paul’s at 10am  

Tuesday 
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  

Wednesday  
Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am (Funeral) 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am  
Thursday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am  
Friday 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 10am  
Saturday 

Mass in St. Margaret’s at 10am 
 

SUNDAY MASSES  

Saturday Vigil Mass in St. Francis Xavier’s at 4pm 

and St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 6.00pm 

Mass in St. Margaret’s Cathedral at 9.30am 

Mass in St. Paul’s at 11.30 am 
 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said before Mass on 

Monday and Friday at 9.40am and the Rosary will be 

recited on Wednesdays at 9.40am.in St. Paul's.                                 

 

The Rosary will be recited on Tuesday after Mass  

in St. Margaret’s and on Friday at 10am in  

St. Francis Xavier’s 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

This beautiful Sacrament is available from after Mass 

until 10.50 a.m. during Exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament on Thursdays at St. Margaret’s and Fridays at 

St. Paul’s and at any other convenient time. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on 

Thursdays in St. Margaret’s and Fridays in St. Paul’s 

after Mass until 11am 

Sponsored Walk: On Monday July 31st the 

McQuillan Family will walk part of the Whithorn 

Way to help raise funds for the Irish/Scottish Youth 

Fatima Pilgrimage.  Sponsor forms are available at 

the back of the churches. 

Fr. David’s Mass intentions this coming week are:  

 

Tuesday – Elizabeth Lamb;  

Wednesday – Sammy Rodger;  

Thursday  – Leo Fellner;   

Friday – Shawn Ritchie;  

Saturday 4 p.m. – Robert Miller;  

Saturday 6 p.m. – Special Intention;  

Sunday 9.30 a.m. – for the parishes;  

Sunday 11.30 a.m. – Frank McDonagh  

When you ask Fr. David to say a Mass please give him a  

written note of who the Mass is for. Thank you. 

Foodbank: As of August the Food Bank collections for 

BOTH parishes will be taken on the First Weekend of each 

month. 

Diocesan pilgrimage to Rome: The next diocesan        

pilgrimage to Rome will take place between          

September 10th—17th 2017.  Booking Forms can be 

obtained by contacting Alba Tours Ltd on 01698 

262941. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul: If you need the              

assistance of the St Vincent de Paul Society please phone 

07722 707076.  Please place your requests for visits to the 

home/hospital in the box at the back of the Church, please 

also include the name and contact details of a relative/

friend. 

Weekday thoughts on the Sunday Gospels: This is 

the title of Bishop Taylor’s new book which is ON 

SALE NOW! Running to 227 pages and costing £10, 

this book is something we would all benefit from 

reading. Copies are available to purchase at the back 

of the Churches. 

Discerning a vocation to the Priesthood or         

Permanent Diaconate? If you are considering such a 

vocation then I would draw your attention to two 

films posted to our Facebook page this week. The 

first is entitled ‘Why I choose to be a priest’ and is 

about the priesthood in Galloway Diocese, and the 

second is entitled ‘Ordinary men – extraordinary 

lives’ and was produced by Motherwell Diocese. 

Both films are also available on Youtube. If you think 

a vocation might be for you then Fr David would love 

to sit down and have a chat with you – just call him! 

Annual Mission Appeal: Sr. Eleanor Breen O.S.F. 

of the Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate           

Conception will be at all Masses on the weekend of 

August 4th/5th to make an appeal on behalf of her  

Order. Every parish in the diocese is asked to host 

such an appeal once a year. 

SPRED 

Are you open and ready for a new challenge? 

Could you make a commitment to SPRED as 

a Volunteer? 

As a catechist partner in a group, as a driver enabling 

a ‘friend’ member to come to SPRED, as a           

fundraiser, or by offering clerical help in the office? 

For more information contact:  

Sr. Kathleen on 01292 263196, 

Email: spredgalloway@talktalk.net or visit us 

at www.spredgalloway.org.uk.   

Thank you, Sr. Kathleen 

Weekly Collections: Thank you for your continuing       

generosity towards your parish community through the 

weekly collection. The offerings last weekend were:          

St. Margaret’s - £1301.40; St. Paul’s - £580.75;                  

St. Francis Xavier’s - £141.00. 

New Website: Our new website for the three parishes 

has been launched you will find it at 

www.rcayr.org.uk  The old St. Margaret’s website is 

no longer used and should not be used for up-to-date 

information. 

Deacon Bill: Deacon Bill will be having his summer       

holiday for the next two weeks so please refrain from     

calling him about parish business, please speak to Fr. David 

instead. 

Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary: This is celebrated 

on Tuesday August 15th and is a Holyday of Obligation. 

Masses will be celebrated at 10 a.m. in all three churches 

and at 7 p.m. in St. Margaret’s Cathedral. 

150th Anniversary of the opening of Our Lady and St. 

Patrick's Church, Birniknowe, (Auchinleck): Bishop 

Nolan has kindly agreed to celebrate Mass at the original 

church site on Sunday, 20th August at 2:30pm to mark the 

150th Anniversary. There will be refreshments afterwards 

in the present church hall. A very warm welcome is        

extended to all and especially to former priests who have 

served in Auchinleck and to former parishioners. 

Mary’s Meals – Rags to Riches Collection: Mary’s Meals 

will send their van to both St. Margaret’s and St. Paul’s on 

Sunday September 3rd to collect all your unwanted fabrics 

and clothing to turn into funds to continue their great work 

of providing meals for hungry children in the developing 

world. This is one of the main ways we can support Mary’s 

Meals in this very necessary work. 

http://9.40am.in/
http://www.rcayr.org.uk


 

Pauline Clarke R.I.P.: Please pray for the repose of the 

soul of Pauline Clarke who died last Sunday and whose 

funeral took place on Friday. May she rest in peace. 

Mother & Toddler Group: The Mother & Toddler 

group meet in the hall on Tuesday at 10.30am.   

Samuel Rodger R.I.P.: Please pray for the repose of the 

soul of Sammy Rodger of Thompson Street who died on 

Sunday. Sammy’s body will be brought to the Church on 

Tuesday evening at 6.30 p.m. and the funeral Mass will be 

on Wednesday morning at 10 a.m., and thereafter to 

Masonhill Crematorium. May he rest in peace.  
 

Leaving Mass early: It really saddens me to see so many 

people leaving Mass every week before the blessing and 

dismissal are given – important parts of the Mass which 

remind us of our mission as Catholics to go out and live in 

the world as Christians, and which help us to do so. I 

understand that occasionally we might have something 

pressing which requires us to leave a few minutes early, 

but for many is not ‘occasionally’ but every single week! 

Try to come to the whole Mass. 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Pilgrimage Statue: A full-sized 

replica of the statue of Our Lady of Fatima is visiting the 

Cathedrals of Scotland during this 100th anniversary year 

of the apparitions at Fatima. The statue will be welcomed 

to St. Margaret’s on Saturday 23rd September and will be 

with us, or other churches within the diocese, for two 

weeks.  
 

Children’s Liturgy Leaders and Volunteers: Once again 

we are desperately short of Leaders and Volunteer helpers 

for the Children’s Liturgy on Sunday morning and the 

burden is now falling heavily on only a few people. This is 

an essential ministry on a Sunday morning and I ask you 

to consider if you could become part of this team – please 

speak to Teresa Drotar if you can help. Leaders need to 

complete the necessary Safeguarding checks and training. 

If you are not sure what is involved and what you would 

have to do, why not ask to sit in one Sunday morning and 

observe? 
 

Tea/Coffee: Tea & coffee is available in the hall every 

Sunday after Mass. 
 

St. Margaret’s Hall: Our Hall is available for use by 

parishioners as a venue for functions and parties. Please 

contact Tony Mulholland (07780 760338) for anything 

related to the Hall.  
 

Weekly Social Gathering: This takes place in the Hall on 

Thursdays from 11.30 a.m. until 1.30 p.m. All are 

welcome to drop in. 
 

Mile of Coins: 50% for SCIAF and local charities, 50% to 

parish improvements. Last week we added  £102.80– 

2.85yards.  648.89 yards to go. 
 

Readers & Eucharistic Ministers: Please pick up the 

new rota which is available in the Sacristy. 
 

Organic Health Products: Aloe Vera and bee products 

will be on sale in the hall on Sunday 6th August after 

Mass . 

Saint Margaret’s Saint Paul’s 

Service of the Word and Holy Communion: This will 

be held on Wednesday at 10 a.m. 
 

Holy Rosary: The Holy Rosary is recited in the Church 

on Friday mornings at 10 a.m. 
 

The Muir Family: David, Liz and Ashley leave our 

parish community this week to set up their new home in 

Buckie. We thank them for all they have contributed to 

this parish family as organist, reader, server and psalmist 

over the years and wish them well for their new life in 

the north. 

Saint Francis Xavier’s 

The Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time in Year ‘A’ 

1 Kings 3: 5.7-12  Romans 8: 28-30 Matthew 13: 44-52 
 

What do we treasure in life? What do we consider the most lovely? The Kingdom of God is the most lovely treasure that we could 

ever wish to obtain. Like Solomon we should ask for the wisdom to discern what it is to be part of God’s Kingdom. We should be 

happy to put all other things behind us and concentrate on this one thing. 
 

As you look around many older churches, you may find in rather Gothic lettering in different places the word Humilitas. In 

English it simply means ‘humility’. I find it a very good reminder and very useful when praying, because it is very easy for us to 

look at ourselves and at what we are doing or achieving. Really, we should be looking at God, and trying to see what he is doing 

through us. Next time you are praying ask Jesus to help in following his command: ‘Learn from me for I am gentle and humble of 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls.’ 
 

Our first reading this weekend is one of the truly beautiful passages in Scripture in its wording and its sentiment and depth. Try to 

read it and ponder it for your life. If you were told ‘Ask what you would like me to give you’ – what would you ask for – win the 

lottery, find a home or a better home, good health, peace and joy in the family, a better job, or faith? So many things we feel we 

need. Well, Solomon was asked this and he asked to be given ‘a heart to discern between good and evil’. And God told him 

because he had not asked for a long life or riches, ‘I give you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you has ever had.’ 
 

You probably know when you come across an ‘understanding’ person. There seem to be a lot of qualities mingled into 

‘understanding’. The ability to listen is very important. The possibility of thinking a problem through, reflecting, praying over it 

all: a real interest in people, in justice, in truth, a big heart to receive people as they are and to love them as they are. A good 

judgement and a firmness and principle rather than a too relaxed attitude. A very big heart to love with wisdom, gentleness, 

kindness. You may well think of other qualities. 
 

So how do we each size up to this? I know for myself I still need to grow in all these ways I have mentioned and I ask God for 

many things – and not least for an understanding heart. How about you? God bless you with an understanding heart. 

Weekly Words from Pope Francis 

In his Angelus address last Sunday the Holy Father reflected upon the Sunday Gospel, 

Matthew 13: 23-44. 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! Today's Gospel proposes three parables in 

which Jesus speaks to the crowds of the Kingdom of God. I dwell on the first: that of 

good grain and weeds, which illustrates the problem of evil in the world and emphasizes 

the patience of God. How much patience does God have! Even each of us can say this: 

“How much patience does God have with me!” The story takes place in a field with two 

opposite protagonists. On the one hand the master of the field who represents God and 

spreads good seed; on the other the enemy who represents Satan and spreads the bad 

grass. 

The servants would like to intervene by tearing out the weeds; but the master, who is concerned above all about the salvation of 

the grain, opposes saying that they cannot pull out the weeds without damaging the grain. With this image, Jesus tells us that in 

this world good and evil are so intertwined that it is impossible to separate them and to extinguish all evil. Only God can do this, 

and will do so in the final judgment. With its ambiguity and its composite character, the present situation is the field of freedom, 

the field of freedom of Christians, in which the difficult exercise of discernment between good and evil is performed. 

And in this area it is a question of combining, with great confidence in God and his providence, two apparently contradictory 

attitudes: decision and patience. The decision is to want to be good grain - all we want - with all our strength, and then distance 

ourselves from the evil and its seductions. Patience means to prefer a Church that is leaven in the dough, which is not afraid to get 

its hands dirty washing the clothes of her children, rather than a Church of  “the pure”, which claims to judge ahead of time who 

is in the Kingdom of God and who is not. 

The Lord, who is incarnate Wisdom, today helps us understand that good and evil cannot be identified with defined territories or 

certain human groups.  He tells us that the boundary between good and evil passes through the heart of every person, passes 

through the heart of each of us, that is: we are all sinners. I want to ask you, “He who is not a sinner raise his 

hand.” Nobody! Because we all are, we are all sinners. Jesus Christ, with his death on the cross and his resurrection, has freed us 

from the slavery to sin and given us the grace of walking in a new life; but with Baptism he also gave us Confession because we 

always need to be forgiven by our sins. 

And then Jesus teaches us a different way of looking at the field of the world, to observe reality. We are called to learn God’s 

times - which are not our times - and also God’s ‘look’: thanks to the beneficial influence of patiently waiting, what was weird or 

seemed weird could become a good thing. It’s the reality of conversion. It is the prospect of hope! 


